MEMORIAL DAY 2021 


THE AMERICAN © vacinlianiam aes 


a 


= 
$2.50 MAY 2021 ( Veterans Strengthening America 


— = | 


py 


FOH GODAND COUNTHY SINCE IDI 


USAA AUTO INSURANCE 


WHY SWITCH? 
MEMBERS WHO 
SWITCHED SAVED 

AN AVERAGE OF $707. 


It’s worth making the change. Members 
switched and saved an average of $707 
per year on USAA Auto Insurance. 


Visit USAA.COM/LEGION or call 877-699-2654 


NL WHAT YOU'RE MADE OF 
~S WE'RE MADE FOR’ 


Paid ad. No federal endorsement of advertiser is intended. MCCS Sponsor. No federal or DoD endorsement implied. The Department of the Navy does not endorse any company, sponsor or their products 
or services. Neither the Coast Guard nor any other part of the federal government officially endorses any company, sponsor or their products or services. 'Average annual savings based on countrywide 
survey of new customers who switched to USAA and saved from Jan. 1, 2017 to Dec. 31, 2018. Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services 

and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. Automobile insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty 
Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, based in San Antonio, TX; USAA Limited (UK) and USAA S.A. (Europe), and is available only 
to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. 

© 2021 USAA. 275124-0121-TAL 
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Last 


old Coin Issued 


Received the Director’s 
Coin for Excellence Award 


» ORIGINAL US MINT ISSUES 

» DESIGNED BY AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS 
» MUSEUM QUALITY MS63 GRADE 

» MINTED FROM 1907 - 1933 

» NGC CERTIFIED AUTHENTIC 
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wealth by purchasing some 
gold today! 


U.S. Mint Gold & Silver 
American Eagles 
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* As low as price is available with purchase of certified 1932 $10 Gold Indian. Price otherwise, add $75 for Gold and add $10 for Silver. 
Price subject to change due to volatility. Add $15 for SH&l for orders under $1000. Gold and silver coin dates and limits are at our discretion. 


fruit Free Secure Shipping 


Orders Over $1000 ©) % . 
A ONtiED SreTRe S32 = Vault Code: ALO521 
gut PRECIOUS METALS. 
uspreciousmetals.com GDWSAES=. EE] Gama 1-866-854-4012 


Sacred Centennial 


Former Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
sentinels stand watch over 100th- 
anniversary observances. 


The American Legion Indy Car 


Racing legends take the track in the 

No. 48 car, supporting The American 
Legion for the entire 2021 NTT INDYCAR 
SERIES. 


A Face for Every Name 


In their quest for soldiers’ photos, 
volunteer researchers are renewing ties 
between the Dutch people and their 
American liberators. By Matt Grills 


An Army tomb guard stands watch during an 
American Legion wreath-laying ceremony at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Arlington, Va. 


Photo by Justin T. Gellerson 


Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Michelle 
Roberts, the first female Native American to 
make the rank, sits on top of a buoy during a 
transit back to homeport in Bayonne, N.J. 

On May 15, Armed Forces Day, the nation will 
honor the men and women currently serving 
in the six branches of the U.S. military. 


Coast Guard photo illustration by Petty Officer 3rd Class Anthony Pappaly 


The American Legion Magazine, a \eader among national general- 
interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for 
its 1.8 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 
12,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and 
Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 
adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and 
orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our 
nation’s youth. 
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The simplest 
smartphone ever. 


The Jitterbug® Smart2 from GreatCall® is the simplest 
Pe nail smartphone with a simple menu, large screen and 
exclusive health and safety services. 


sill Signal yy 
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Options ¢ 


Text Messages EASY Everything you wanttodo,from [RERSTy 
texting and taking pictures, to emailing Sszeiaiks 
Camera and getting directions, is organized in °7 /48 24 
a single list on one screen with large, = 
FON internet legible letters. Plus, Voice Typing makes writing emails 


Ww 


and texts effortless. 


SMART Turn your Jitterbug Smart2 into a personal 
safety device with GreatCall’s 5Star® Urgent Response 
Service and exclusive health apps. 


Ea Maps & Directions 
AFFORDABLE GreatCall has a variety of plans with 
@ Lively by GreatCall data starting as low as °17*° per month. Compared 
to other cell phone companies, you could save over 
feHome — cALL5* °300 per year. 


Powered by the nation’s most Buy now and get a FREE 
reliable wireless network. 


NO LONG-TERM 
CONTRACTS To order or learn more, call 


No cancellation fees 1-866-869-5329 


Car Charger, a °25 value! 


Why the Jitterbug Smart2 is your best choice for a new smartphone: 


No long-term 
contracts 


Keep your current 
phone number 


Affordable, 


flexible plans 


100% U.S.-based customer No hidden 
service and technical support monthly fees 


shea Ba. oe greatcall.com/Smart 


*Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of a GreatCall device 
and a one-time setup fee of °35. °300 savings calculation based on market leaders’ hes available monthly published fees. 5Star or 9-1-1 calls can be made only 
when cellular service is available. 5Star Service tracks an approximate location of the device when the device is turned on and connected to the network. GreatCall 
does not guarantee an exact location. 5Star is only available with the purchase of a Health & Safety Package. Car charger will be mailed to customer after the device 
is activated. GREATCALL, 5STAR, and JITTERBUG are trademarks of Best Buy and its affiliated companies. ©2021 Best Buy. All rights reserved. 


Bad to the Bone 


Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79! 


f you’re on the hunt for a knife 
that combines impeccable #&CORENYD 
craftsmanship with a sense of |) ™ HE 


wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade \\u Pe Tt 


is the trophy you're looking for. Compact 
The blade is full tang, meaning Binoculars 


it doesn’t stop at the handle but |PAWS}9 S21 its 
extends to the length of the grip with purchase of 
for the ultimate in strength. The Huntsman Blade 
blade is made from 420 surgical RS 
steel, famed for its sharpness and 
its resistance to corrosion. 


The handle is made from genuine 
natural bone, and _ features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved 
motif of two overlapping feathers— a reminder for 
you to respect and connect with the natural world. 


This fusion of substance and style can garner a high 
price tag out in the marketplace. In fact, we found 
full tang, stainless steel blades with bone handles 


in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it around 
here. We have mastered the hunt for the best deal, 


and in turn pass the spoils on to our customers. 


But we don’t stop there. While supplies last, 
we'll include a pair of $99 8x21 power compact 
binoculars and a genuine leather sheath FREE when 
you purchase the Huntsman Blade. 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the 
knife in your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the 
impeccable craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a 
complete refund of the item price. 


Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t last long. 
We have only 1120 Huntsman Blades for this ad 
only. Don’t let this beauty slip through your fingers. 
Call today! 


Huntsman Blade $249* 
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: HUK496-01 
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 


Stauer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK496-01 


Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWw.stauer.com 


*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price. 


kKKkkkk 
“The feel of this 
knife is unbelievable... 
this is an incredibly 
fine instrument.” 

— H., Arvada, CO 


s ACCREDITED 


California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding SS ee 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. Rating of A+ 


¢ 12” overall length; 6 4” stainless steel full tang blade « Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters ¢ Includes genuine leather sheath 
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‘The Casualties of K2’ 


| read with great interest Ken Olsen’s article about casualties from K2 (March). 
My son, Sgt. John Pajak, was there in 2001 and 2002. He told us stories about 
how the water glowed with chemicals. He returned home with many strange 
ailments, and despite loving his job as a police officer had to give it up. We are 
hoping VA will recognize the suffering our soldiers endure because of their 


tours of duty there. Thank you. 


— Robert L. Pajak, chaplain, Aldenville American Legion Post 337, Chicopee, Mass. 


I am heartbroken to read 
about veterans whose health 
was compromised due to toxic 
exposure at Karshi-Khanabad 
(K2) in Uzbekistan, and those 
who died due to their medical 
conditions. It is outrageous that 
they do not qualify for VA 
service connection due to 
K2-related health issues. What a 
disservice it is to deny our 
veterans the medical care and 
benefits they and their families 
have earned. 

Thanks to the executive order 
directing DoD and VA to 
conduct a one-year study of 
toxic exposure among K2 
veterans, there may be hope. 
However, studies are not going 
to help those veterans who are 
suffering from severe health 
problems and need immediate 
medical treatment. They need 
help now! I hope The American 
Legion will continue to pave the 
way to get help for these 
veterans and their families. 

—Glen Ellis de St. Jean, Santa Maria, Calif 


‘The Invasion That Never Was’ 

Ron Basso did a splendid job 
of storytelling by utilizing 
first-person accounts of what 
Operation Downfall might 
have looked like (March). 
Interviewing his family, who 
were on opposing sides during 
World War II, made it even 
more interesting. His father and 
mother-in-law were resigned to 
deal with the invasion but 
survived to tell their stories. 

Like them, I was part of a 
battle that never was (Cuban 
Missile Crisis, 1962), as a 
Marine infantryman assigned to 
the first wave ashore. We are 
truly blessed to be here today. 

— William Ober, Huntington, N.Y. 


This article really hit home. 
I was a 19-year-old private, 
eight months out of high school, 
in OCS at Fort Benning, Ga. We 
all knew we were selected not 
so much because of our abilities 
as the fact that the invasion of 
Japan would need lots of second 
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lieutenant platoon leaders. When 
the war ended, there was a sort 
of collective sigh of relief that we 
might survive. 

Years later, my wife and I 
cruised the Pacific, stopping in 
Kagoshima, site of the first 
landings of my never-was 
invasion. I couldn’t help but 
envision the armada that might 
have been there in 1945. Near 
Kagoshima was the Chiran Peace 
Museum for Kamikaze Pilots, 
which memorializes 1,036 pilots 
who died on their missions - a 
haunting reminder of patriotism 
gone wrong. 

— Robert L. Willett, Rockledge, Fla. 


The photo on the first page of 
“The Invasion That Never Was” 
is interesting to me, because 
I boarded USS Lyman at Ulithi 
shortly after the picture was 
taken. One of our principal 
duties was to act as a plane 
guard for aircraft carriers, 
picking up pilots who missed 
their landings and crashed into 
the ocean. The article mentions 
Okinawa, where a childhood 
neighbor of mine died. He was a 
Navy corpsman and was killed 
while tending to a wounded 
Marine. Lyman was operating off 
Okinawa during the battle. 

I was able to step ashore the 
day before the Japanese signed 
the surrender on USS Missouri, 
which was anchored in sight of 
Lyman. Can it really have been 
over 70 years ago? 

— Dennis W. Shea, Toledo, Ohio 


My dad, Navy Lt. j.g. J.S. 
Allen, was a member of Beach 
Jumper Unit No. 8, training to 
fake an invasion to draw 


kamikaze ships away from the 
planned landing force of Japan. 
Before his death in 2012, he told 
me that none of the members of 
his unit believed they would 
survive the mission. Yet they 
trained with the purpose to save 
the lives of others. He was 
grateful President Truman had 
the courage to end the war. 

As a side note, my dad was 
also a member of Beach Jumper 
Unit No. 3, which earned the 
Presidential Unit Citation for 
its actions in the invasion of 
southern France. To learn more, 
visit beachjumpers.com. 

—15. Allen Jr, Tulsa, Okla. 


As a retired Navy submariner 
and a World War II history buff, 
I was really moved by this story. 
The poignancy of the accounts of 
the soldier and the Japanese 
civilian really hit home. Their 
becoming family is amazing 
considering they could have 
killed each other. The atomic 
bomb saved so many lives. 

—John Wittenstrom, Pinehurst, N.C. 


Public health-care option 

I found Sen. Mark Warner’s 
description of a public health- 
care option (Big Issues, March) 
as a common-sense addition to 
the U.S. health-care system to be 
lacking veracity. It seems obvious 
that a public option is nothing 
more than a back door to a 
single-payer, government-run 
health-care system. 

If such an option were enacted, 
employers large and small would 
see a major cost savings in 
discontinuing employer-provided 
health care, and you and I would 
pay for it through higher taxes. 


Sen. John Thune speaks of a 
competitive private-market 
system. Having owned a small 
business and worked in private 
enterprise, I know competition 
drives prices down. 

My hope is that Americans 
think critically before supporting 
a public health-care option. If 
you don’t support it, contact your 
senators and representatives. 

— James Scott, Omaha, Neb. 


Sen. Mark Warner gave 
comprehensive reasons why he 
supports the public health-care 
option. Sen. John Thune, on the 
other hand, gives reasons why 
he dislikes this type of plan, 
describing the VA system as 
ineffective and poorly managed. 
He says more government means 
more bureaucracy. 

Study after study has shown 
that VA runs as well or better 
than the private health system. 

I have a private health plan that 
allows me to go anywhere for 
treatment. I also have VA, and 
that’s where I get almost all of 
my health care. Why? To me and 
many other vets I talk with, VA 
is the best. 

—John Rusch, Tomah, Wis. 


There is no way competition 
exists or could ever exist within 
anything the government runs. 
Government employees get paid 
regardless of their performance, 
because the taxpayers are paying 
their salary. Anyone who thinks 
that public health care would be 
a good option has never 
financially evaluated or 
experienced “social health care” 
in a foreign country. 

— Debra Petersen, Faribault, Minn. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


magazine@legion.org 
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~ Travel Aboard the Region’s 
Only Modern Riverboat 


AMERICAN 


Lewis: & Clark: 


Follow Lewis and Clark's epic 19th-century expedition along the Columbia and 
Snake Rivers aboard the newest riverboats in the region. Enjoy unique shore excursions, 


scenic landscapes, and talented onboard experts who bring the region to life. 
Experience the Grandeur 


of Multnomah Falls Small Ship Cruising Done Perfectly® 


The History of Lewis & lark 
- Brought'to Life’ ' |) “ 


Call 


4. Mount St. Helens 


Richlan 


Kalama Stevenson 
Hood River . 


to request a 


Canyon 
Pecatie The Dalles “ FREE 
Balls Pendleton cruise guide 


Mt. Hood 


Umatilla 


COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Honor ‘Forever Warriors’ with a memorial 


Some records should not be broken. Over a decade ago, Vietnam was 
considered America’s longest war. That record has been shattered. Don’t 
get me wrong: after the United States was attacked on Sept. 11, 2001, we 
had little choice but to strike back hard. Never again could we allow 
such an evil threat to fester, metastasize and strike our homeland with 
such fury. 

Today, there are men and women defending our nation in uniform 
who were born after 9/11. Thousands of American lives have been lost 
or broken fighting the global war on terrorism. An entire generation 
grew into adulthood without knowing a time when the United States 
was at peace. Yet there is still no national memorial recognizing these 
heroic veterans of our new longest war. 

In 2017, The American Legion’s National Executive Committee 
unanimously passed Resolution No. 16, calling for the construction of a 
National Global War on Terrorism Memorial. The NEC doubled down on 
its support last October by calling for this memorial to be built in a 
prominent location in the nation’s capital. Sen. Joni Ernst, R-lowa, and 
Rep. Jason Crow, D-Colo., have introduced legislation that would 
authorize such a memorial to be located on the National Mall. Both 
S. 535 and H.R. 1115 have a growing bipartisan list of co-sponsors. The 
American Legion is urging our members to contact their representatives 
in Congress to ask them to support these bills. 

According to the Global War on Terrorism Memorial Foundation, the 
monument will honor, heal and unite. It also will memorialize a war 
“with no end in sight, providing a focal point for the nation’s continued 
recognition of those who give their lives to serve and protect us all.” 

Noble as this purpose is, let’s revisit the “no-end-in-sight” clause. In 
1798, James Madison wrote to Thomas Jefferson that the question of war 
should be addressed by the legislative branch rather than the executive. 
He reasoned that the history of all governments shows the executive 
branch is the one most interested in war. The framers of our 
Constitution were great thinkers. It will require exceptional thought to 
create policies that dissuade more terrorists than they create. 

Our armed forces accomplished their original objectives in Iraq 
and Afghanistan years ago. We removed dangerous regimes. The 
governments that replaced them have had ample time to rebuild their 
nations’ infrastructures and create their own capable defense forces. 
This position is the basis for Resolution No. 22, “Addressing the ‘Forever 
War,” passed by the NEC during its virtual meeting last October. The 
American Legion calls for the repeal and replacement of the outdated 
authorizations for use of military force. It also advocates for a civilian- 
led approach of “elevating development and diplomacy alongside a 
strong defense in order to build a better, safer world.” 

The American Legion does not support isolationism. We understand 
the value of alliances and certainly favor the elimination of imminent 
threats. But imminent is not the same as permanent. It’s past time to 
memorialize and honor those who made tremendous sacrifices on our 
behalf. It’s also time to put diplomacy first. 
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8 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE MAY 2021 
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MEMORANDA 


VIRTUAL SPRING MEETINGS 
The American Legion National 
Executive Committee will meet 
virtually May 5-6, rather than at 
National Headquarters in 
Indianapolis. National commission 
meetings that traditionally occur 
in the days prior to the NEC 
meetings will also be virtual. Find 
the latest news and updates on 
legion.org. 


FOURTH ESTATE AWARDS 

The 2020 winners of the American 
Legion Fourth Estate awards have 
been announced. The McClatchy 
publishing company took top 
honors in the print category fora 
five-part series on a rise in cancers 
among veterans in the past 20 
years of warfighting, and was 
honored April 14 in Washington. 
Other award recipients were 
Annette Lawless and KAKE in 
Wichita, Kan. (broadcast), fora 
daily series on Kansas cold-case 
disappearances, and the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (online) 
for a series on diverting 
ambulances to more distant 
hospitals, with at least 21 resulting 
deaths nationwide. Look for more 
coverage on legion.org. 


& legion.org/presscenter/ 
fourthestate 
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ON THE EMERALD COAST 


JOIN THE PARADISE CLUB FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES: 


(866) 583-3774 
Located on the Emerald Coast on 13 Models 


Florida’s Panhandle Jlow Open: 
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Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA BUREAU OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT INSPECTED, 
EXAMINED, OR QUALIFIED THE OFFERINGS. Latitude Margaritaville Kentucky Registration Number R-201. For NY Residents: THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS FOR THE SALE OF LOTS ARE IN THE CPS-12 APPLICATION 
AVAILABLE FROM SPONSOR, LMWS, LLC. FILE NO. CP20-0062. Pennsylvania Registration Number OLOO1182. Latitude Margaritaville Watersound is registered with the Massachusetts Board of Registration of Real Estate Brokers and 
Salesmen, 1000 Washington Street, Suite 710, Boston, MA 02118 and with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 1700 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20552. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is 


required and has not been completed. The facilities and amenities described are proposed but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. Development plans, amenities, 
facilities, dimensions, speci 


ions, prices and features depicted by artists renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. OMinto Communities, LLC 2021. All rights reserved. Content may not be 
reproduced, copied, altered, distributed, stored, or transferred in any form or by any means without express written permission, Latitude Margaritaville and the Latitude Margaritaville logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and are used 
under license. Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its affiliates. St. Joe and the St. Joe logo are trademarks of The St. Joe Company and are used under license. CGC 1519880/CGC 120919. 2021 
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Individual COVID-19 vaccinations 
conducted by VA on one March day 
at Herman Kent American Legion 
Post 777 in Jamestown, N.Y. As 
vaccines became available across the 
country in the first quarter of 2021, 
posts from Butte, Mont., to Fort 
Myers, Fla., began working with VA 
to provide venues and access to 
vaccine for veterans. 


Photo by Lucas Carter 
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“Peer-support programs can put faces, 
voices and real circumstances behind the people 
we seek to help: veterans with PTSD or TBI, 
those who have been victims of military sexual 
assault, caregivers, and the rapidly growing number 
of women veterans who want nothing more than fair 
treatment and quality, gender-specific services from 
their VA health-care facilities.” 
American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” 
Oxford, in a March 4 testimony before the House 
and Senate Committees on Veterans’ Affairs, urging 
reintroduction of legislation calling on VA to conduct one 
“Buddy Check Week” a year and reintroduction of the 
seph P. Dwyer Peer Support Program Act, which would 
a trained peer-support specialists to American Legion 
posts to provide support for veterans facing problems 


$300,000 Om 


Goal in donations | ig mies For HOPE 
for the second RE ep ienne 
y, 


100 Miles for 

Hele: 10 Photo courtesy Chris Kurinec 

challenge FUNDRAISING 

before The GOAL Active-duty military personnel 
American from Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Legion’s 102nd Washington who, with their spouses, 


National Convention 

in August. Last year’s inaugural 
challenge attracted nearly 5,000 
participants and raised over 
$150,000 to benefit the American 
Legion Veterans & Children 
Foundation. 


were treated to four days of 
decompression, camaraderie and free 
skiing, instruction and gear in February 
at Lost Trail Powder Mountain near 
Sula, Mont., thanks to American Legion 
Post 91 in Corvallis, Mont., and its 
military reconnect program 


National Poppy Day 


The red poppy is an internationally recognized symbol of 
military sacrifice. American Legion Auxiliary units, American 
Legion posts and Sons of The American Legion squadrons will 
honor the distinctive symbol May 28 through poppy 
distributions in their communities, where donations are 
collected to support American Legion Family programs that 
help disabled veterans and U.S. military personnel. 


On Sept. 27, 1920, the red poppy was declared The American 
Legion’s official flower. 


Go to legion.org/poppyday for more history and videos, 
including a recitation by American Legion Past National 
Commander John P. “Jake” Comer of “In Flanders Fields,” the 
famous John McCrae poem that associated poppies with 
remembrance. Also on the site is American Legion Past National 
Commander Denise H. Rohan’s recitation of “We Shall Keep the 
Faith” by Moina Michael, who brought the poppy phenomenon 
to the United States after World War I. 


MAY 2021 


90-10 loophole to close 


The $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
package signed by President 
Biden in March contained a 
provision that will ultimately 
bring an end to the so-called 
90-10 loophole. The rule has 
made veterans using the Gl Bill 
targets of deceptive marketing by for-profit schools, some 
of which have closed, leaving students without accredited 
degrees and depleted resources to go to school elsewhere. 


The American Legion has pushed for an end to the 
loophole that excluded Gl Bill benefits from the mandate 
that at least 10% of for-profit institution revenue must come 
from non-federal sources. Gl Bill and DoD education 
benefits were not treated as federal funds and fell into the 
loophole. The change takes effect in 2023. 


Photo by ‘Audra Melton 
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American Legion posts with color guards/firing 
squads for ceremonies, according to the national 
Consolidated Post Report for 2019-2020. According to 
the most recent CPR, American Legion posts 
performed thousands of remembrance duties during 
the year, including 7,169 Memorial Day events, 
116,583 funeral honors and 3,214 wake services. 


“Houses had busted pipes. There was no water. 
There was no power. People’s food had spoiled in 
their refrigerators. And all the grocery stores 
were picked bare. There were people literally who 
had no food and no ability to purchase any food.” 


Bruce White, assistant treasurer of American Legion 
Riders Chapter 213 in Buda, Texas, after American 
Legion Family members there helped prepare and 
distribute 31,000 meals in a six-day period following 
devastating winter storms in February, working 
with the CenTex VSO Alliance 


FROM NATIONAL TO YOU 


New Buddy Check resources 


More than 3,600 American Legion 
posts reported Buddy Check 
activities in the 2019-2020 
membership year. The outreach 
initiative proved vital to isolated 
veterans during the COVID-19 
pandemic and provided hundreds — 
with food deliveries, medication 

pickup, home maintenance and friendly voices in a time of 
difficulty. 


Anew, printable and downloadable toolkit offers posts 
tips on how to perform successful Buddy Check programs, 
with sample phone scripts and more to keep the program 
moving forward and helping veterans and their families. 
Also available are a sample news release and media alert 
to let communities know about Buddy Checks and how 
they help. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION | 
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BUDDY CHECK 
PROGRAM | 


& legion.org/buddycheck/tools 


COVID Operations: The American Legion Family's 
Response to the Global Pandemic 


A new 84-page illustrated bookazine 
chronicles nearly a full year of 0 
coronavirus pandemic relief efforts = rl nde 
by the American Legion Family, coast 
to coast and around the world. The 
publication is not only a historical 
document, but it also serves as a 
statement that amplifies the 
meaning of the motto “Veterans 
Strengthening America.” 


) 
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Now available through American Legion Emblem Sales at 
legion.org/emblemsales or by calling (888) 453-4466, 
the limited-edition bookazines are $9.95 each, plus 
shipping and handling. 


MyLegion.org upgraded 

Members, officers and administrators for American Legion 
posts and Sons of The American Legion squadrons are 
encouraged to register their profiles on the redesigned 
MyLegion.org members-only online platform. 


MyLegion.org offers membership resources linking 
posts, departments and national in a swift and efficient 
online process to keep records and dues current and 
accounted for. The platform also offers members quick 
and easy ways to change addresses or phone numbers, 
read The American Legion Magazine in a dynamic digital 
format, learn about membership benefits and more. 


Learn more and register a profile: 
& MyLegion.org 
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BIG ISSUES 


$15 federal minimum wage 


SUPPORT 


Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis. 
@ Baldwin is a member of the Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions. 


Nobody should work 40 hours a week and 
make only $15,000 a year. But today millions of 
Americans are working full time, and with the 
current federal minimum wage of $7.25, they are 
living in poverty. 

The last federal minimum 
wage increase was in 2009. 
After 12 years of working 
without a raise and 
struggling to make ends 
meet, American workers 
desperately need and deserve 
a raise. That’s why I’m proud 
to support the Raise the 
Wage Act of 2021, introduced in the House and the 
Senate on Jan. 26. This long-overdue reform would 
gradually increase the federal minimum wage to 
$15 per hour by 2025. 

According to an independent analysis by the 
Economic Policy Institute, the Raise the Wage Act 
would increase wages for nearly 32 million 
Americans, including nearly 2 million veterans 
who are working hard but still struggling in this 
ongoing economic crisis caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Raising the minimum wage would 
generate $107 billion in higher wages for workers, 
lifting millions out of poverty and putting more 
money in the hands of working people to support 
small businesses and stimulate local economies. 

Today’s minimum wage doesn’t buy what it once 
did, whether you’re a student paying for tuition or 
a worker simply trying to support a family and 
build a better life. I believe our nation’s economy is 
strongest when we expand opportunity and 
provide everyone a fair shot at getting ahead. Let’s 
work across party lines to make an honest day’s 
work pay more by raising the minimum wage. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


Supporters of a federal minimum wage 
increase believe the current rate of $7.25 
is unlivable. Opponents argue that 
a higher minimum wage would be 
overly burdensome on employers 
and lead to significant job losses. 


OPPOSE 
Sen. Roger Marshall, R-Kan. 


@ Marshall is a member of the Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions. 


Like many of my fellow veterans, my first job 
paid minimum wage. I worked at a sale barn for 
$1.60 per hour in 1976, scooping manure. Within a 
month’s time, I worked hard and got a dime raise. 
This job supplemented my income and helped pay 
for my college. 

We all know one size 
doesn’t fit all, and in 
Manhattan, Kan., $1 
stretches further than $1 in 
Manhattan, N.Y. Recently, 
more red-tape efforts to force 
a federally mandated $15 per 
hour minimum wage were 
shot down for being outside the Senate rules. 
However, this battle is not over, and we must 
continue to combat these attacks on America’s 
small businesses. 

This minimum-wage hike would have killed 
nearly 1.4 million jobs, including 34,000 in Kansas. 
Many veteran small-business owners are already 
struggling to make ends meet and retain 
employees due to COVID-19, and raising the 
minimum wage would have been devastating to 
their efforts. 

As a doctor, I always end with a message of 
hope. Our economy is recovering, we’re predicting 
a high GDP growth this quarter, and we have 
great health-care news, with three vaccines in 
distribution. We’re working quickly to vaccinate 
veterans and achieve herd immunity. 

While some are laser-focused on hampering 
small businesses with red tape and burdensome 
mandates, we must keep our eye on the ball and 
focus on getting more shots in arms, getting people 
back to work, opening our economy and putting 
our children back in schools. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 + Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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YOU DESERVE 
MORE From 
your STEAK 


100% GUARANTEED PERFECTION. EVERY SINGLE TIME. 


That’s the promise of a fifth-generation 
family business with more than 100 years 
of expertise in selecting, naturally aging, 
and hand carving the best beef in the world 
into the best steak of your life, guaranteed! 


TRY THE EXCLUSIVE OMAHA STEAKS 

BUTCHER'S CUT FILET MIGNON 
Taller, thicker steaks, expertly hand-cut. 
Double-trimmed for 100% flawless bites. 


Aged 21 days for the most tenderness. 


| 


AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


Grilling Classics Bundle 


4 
2 
4 
4 
4 
4 
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Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.) | 
pkgs. Premium Ground Beef (1 Ib. pkgs.) 

Boneless Pork Chops (6 02.) 

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 02.) 

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 

Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 02.) 


1 Signature Seasoning (1 oz. jar) 
65242WEP separately $266-93° 
Package Price $429.99 


OMAHA STEAKS © » PLUS 4 FREE BURGERS & 4 FREE CHICKEN BREASTS 


Shop online or call now to order! >» 


OmahaSteaks.com/promise202 | 1.800.811.7832 


Ask for free burgers and chicken breasts with offer 65242WEP 


*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free (5 oz.) burgers and 4 free chicken breasts (1 Ib. total) will be sent to each 
shipping address that includes (65242). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory 
limitations. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit onahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 
1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 6/30/21. ©2021 OCG Omaha Steaks, Inc. SRC0728 


Editor’s note: Before starting 
anew diet or strenuous physical 
activities, be sure to get 
clearance from your primary 
care physician. 


Studies indicate that 
veterans have a higher rate of 
being overweight than the 
general population. For 
example, one study classified 73.3% of male veterans as 
overweight, while 53.6% of women veterans were in 
that category. 

Being overweight is especially troubling as it is often 
a precursor to disease. If you want to take charge of 
your weight and health but feel overwhelmed, here are 
some simple steps to start a workout plan or renew 
your fitness program: 


BY JENNIFER CAMPBELL 


ASSESS YOURSELF First, take some baseline 
measurements and assessments to understand 
limitations and track progress. It will be helpful to 
retest every four to eight weeks. 

= Take your pulse rate before and immediately after 
walking 1 mile. 

= Measure how long it takes to walk a mile, or how 
long it takes to run 1.5 miles. 

= Count the number of standard or modified pushups 
you can do ata time. 

= Test your hamstring flexibility. How far can you reach 
forward while seated on the floor with your legs in 
front of you? 

= Measure your waist circumference. 

= Record your body mass index. BMI equals weight in 
pounds, divided by your height in inches squared, 
multiplied by 703. For a person who is 6 feet tall and 
200 pounds, it would be 200 / 144 x 73 = 271. That is 
considered overweight, falling outside the normal 
range of 18.5 to 24.9. 

Use these metrics to build a fitness plan while 
considering your goals. Are you starting a fitness 
program to lose weight, or are there other motivations, 
such as preparing for a race or The American Legion's 
second annual 100 Miles for Hope challenge? (Learn 
more at legion.org/100miles.) Having specific goals 
can help you tailor your plan. 

Trainer tip: Put your plan and progress on paper. 
Seeing progress can reinforce your goals, encouraging 
you to stay on track. 


BE CONSISTENT Creating a balanced routine also 
means staying consistent. Health experts recommend 
adults get at least 150 minutes of moderate aerobic 
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activity or 75 minutes of vigorous aerobic activity a 
week, or a combination of the two. Guidelines suggest 
spreading out exercise over the course of a week. 
Don’t worry if you can’t meet the suggested guidelines; 
even small amounts of physical activity are helpful. 
Being active for short periods of time throughout the 
day can add up to provide health benefits. Work 
toward goals that are appropriate for your fitness level. 
Trainer tip: Try to get an hour of brisk walking in per 
day. If you can’t do a full hour, aim for two 30-minute 
sessions throughout the day. If 30 minutes isn’t 
feasible, break it up into four 15-minute sessions. 


VARY WORKOUTS | also recommend a broad range of 
exercise in your fitness program, including: 
= Strength training — Adding strength or resistance 
training to your routine will help build muscle, which in 
turn helps burn fat. Weight-bearing exercises force you 
to work against gravity, increasing bone density and 
reducing the risk of osteoporosis. 
= Cardio - Steady state cardio such as walking, 
jogging, biking or swimming - in which you maintain a 
steady heart-rate range - is a staple in cardiovascular 
health and also targets a heart rate to put you ina fat 
burning zone. 
= HIIT - In high-interval intensity training, or HIIT, you 
perform short bursts of high-intensity activity 
separated by recovery periods of low-intensity activity. 
Make sure you are choosing a heart-rate range that is 
appropriate for your physical condition. | 
Trainer tip: Start conservatively and progress slowly. 
If exercise is new to you or you've taken a long hiatus, 
start cautiously and progress slowly. If you have an 
injury or a medical condition, consult your doctor or an 
exercise therapist for help designing a fitness program 
that gradually improves your mobility, strength and 
endurance. 


PRIORITIZE RECOVERY Good intentions can often be 
the downfall of fitness progress. Working out too long 
or too intensely can lead to people giving up when 
their muscles and joints become sore or injured. 

Trainer tip: Plan time between sessions for your body 
to rest and recover. Regular rest days — as well as 
stretches, warmups and cooldowns - are all essential 
parts of recovery. 


Army veteran Jennifer Campbell is a certified personal 

trainer and holds a master’s degree in nutrition education. . 
She works with veterans and civilians, from elite athletes ; 2 
to those just starting their fitness journeys. She is the ; 
commander of American Legion Post 43 in Hollywood, aus 
Calif. ng OOORE 
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Make your home more comfortable than ever 
“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.” 


NOW 
also available in 
Genuine Italian Leather 
(and new Chestnut color) 


Pictured: Italian Leather chair 
chestnut color. Chestnut color also 
available in Duralux™ fabric 


You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. 
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back 
aches - and dozens of other ailments and 
worries. Those are the nights you’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in: one that 
reclines to exactly the right degree, raises your feet 
and legs just where you want them, supports your 
head and shoulders properly, and operates at the 
touch of a button. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and 
more. More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed 
to provide total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of 
soothing relaxation. Reading or watching TV? 
Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause 
the chair in an infinite number of settings. And 
best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism 
that tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy 
to stand. You'll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes 


REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
i ) EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 
Z 


A STAND-ASSIST POSITION 


Footrest may 
vary by model 


Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged 
or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2021 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 


Genuine Italian Leather 
classic beauty & durability 


Long Lasting DuraLux™ 
stain & water repellent 


MicroLux™ Microfiber 
breathable & amazingly soft 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 


Y three Chairs 
in One 
ys Sleep/Recline/Lift 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS A+ 


back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back 
and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort. 
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage. 


White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to 

the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even 
carry the packaging away! You get your choice 
of Genuine Italian leather, stain and water repellent 
custom-manufactured DuraLux™ with the classic 
leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber in a 
variety of colors to fit any decor. New Chestnut 
color only available in Genuine Italian 
Leather and long lasting DuraLux™. 

Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 


1-888-730-1945 


Please mention code 114626 when ordering. 


Chestnut 


Chestnut Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue 


Burgundy Cashmere Chocolate Indigo 


46556 


More 
than 
abs 


A strong core has 
health benefits. 


BY MARK L. FUERST 
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Core strength is not always a rippling six-pack on models 
using exercise machines in infomercials. Yes, well-defined 
front abdominal muscles may indicate a strong core, but 
full-body core strength involves much more. 

The definition of core strength is the strength of the 
underlying muscles of the torso — that is, the muscles around 
your trunk and pelvis. Besides abdominal muscles, your core 
also includes your pelvic muscles, mid-back and lower-back 
muscles, and hip muscles. Almost 30 muscles attach to the 
core. Together, they work to support your spine and even your 
skull, and enable your body to move as one integrated unit. 

Imagine your core muscles as the central link in a chain 
connecting your upper and lower body. A strong core 
improves the transfer of power to and from your limbs. This 
strengthens and stabilizes the torso, and also teaches the 
muscles to work together efficiently and effectively, which 
aids in preventing injuries. 

A strong core has multiple health benefits: 
= Balance and stability Training your core muscles to work in 
harmony leads to better balance and stability. The core 
stabilizes the body, facilitates proper weight distribution, and 
assists in the absorption and transfer of forces. This helps 
provide a secure center of gravity at rest or when you move 
your limbs. It also allows you to move in any direction, even on 
bumpy terrain, or stand in place without losing your balance. 


Your dynamic balance (while body parts are in motion) 
improves as your core strength increases. So a strong core can 
reduce your risk of falling. 

= Physical activities Strong core muscles are also important 
for performing physical activities. Core muscles allow you to 
bend, twist, flex, extend, step, jump and sit up. Golf, tennis 
and other racquet sports, biking, running, swimming and 
many other athletic activities are powered by a strong core. 

= Back pain Well-balanced, resilient core muscles can help 
relieve low back pain. Core strength helps reduce discomfort, 
improve mobility and improve support for the spine if you 
have acute or chronic pain. 

= Posture and breathing A strong core aligns the spine, ribs 
and pelvis, and helps you stand tall with your limbs in 
alignment. Importantly, good posture lessens wear and tear 
on the spine and allows you to breathe deeply. When you 
stand up straight, you open your airways, making it easier to 
breathe. 

® Daily activities Basic daily activities call upon your core: 
bending to put on shoes or pick up a package, sitting ina 
chair, or simply standing still. Carrying groceries, getting a 
glass from the top shelf, vacuuming the floor and gardening 
also engage your core. 


Mark L. Fuerst is a Brooklyn-based health and fitness writer. 


Gerofit 


legs through specially designed exercises. 


VA offers a supervised exercise program called Gerofit, which is designed to 
improve balance and side-to-side movement, and to build strength in the core and 


Gerofit includes a wide palette of options, ranging from tai chi, line dancing, 
walking and balance exercises to stair climbers and weight machines. The goal isa 
personalized program tailored to one’s individual needs, in a fun group atmosphe 

All veterans are given a personalized exercise prescription and guidance for the. 
Gerofit program, which is led by trained exercise staff, including physiologists, 
nurses and physical therapists. Gerofit was developed at the Durham (N.C.) VA 
Medical Center in 1986, and is offered at 17 VA health-care systems nationwide. 


Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. 
Readers should consult their physicians when they have health problems. 
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«Chronic productive cough? 


*Repeated antibiotic use 
for chest infections? 


*Repeat hospitalizations? 


® 
© 2020 Koninklijke Philips N.V. All rights reserved. 910174-000 Rev C ech 
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5 Scenic Places to Camp 


From Yellowstone Lake in Wyoming to the Florida Keys, 


spend some time in the great outdoors. 


Fiesta Key RV Resort & Marina in Layton, FIG: Wikimedia commons 


Craving fresh air, the beauty of nature and 
maybe some adventure? Here’s a short list of 
breathtaking camping sites to consider for your 
summer road trip, offering ocean views, mountain 
hikes and even volcanoes: 


FISHING BRIDGE, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL 
PARK, WYOMING Camping inside Yellowstone is 
a great way to enjoy one of the nation’s most 
popular parks when it’s not so crowded, at night 
and in the early morning. Located on a side of the 
park that tends to be less busy, the Fishing Bridge 
RV park is near Yellowstone Lake, America’s 
largest high-elevation lake and a volcanic caldera. 
One can also find hiking trails (including one to a 
mud volcano!), an amphitheater for ranger 
programs, general store, laundry and showers. 
FIESTA KEY RV RESORT & MARINA, 
FLORIDA KEYS If you’re looking for Florida 
sunshine without crowds, consider this RV park, 
which is located on its own island. The 28-acre 
resort on the Gulf of Mexico has campsites and 
oceanfront, as well as an on-site hotel, restaurants, 
pool, basketball court and more. Fiesta Key is 
about 70 miles from Key West and offers a 20% 
discount for active and retired military. 

FORT STEVENS STATE PARK, OREGON 
Located in northwest Oregon on Coffenbury Lake, 
Fort Stevens is the site of a military fort used from 
the Civil War to World War II. Visitors can explore 
the fort with its concrete artillery gun batteries, as 
well as a shipwreck on the beach. The 4,300-acre 
park also has 9 miles of bike trails, 6 miles of 
hiking trails, disc golf and other activities. Choose 
from RV sites, tent sites, yurts or cabins. 
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BY LYN METTLER 


TWELVEMILE BEACH CAMPGROUND, 
MICHIGAN Head to the Great Lakes to see the 
beautiful Pictured Rocks along Lake Superior in 
Michigan, with Twelvemile Beach Campground 
as your homebase. Located at the very top of 
Michigan, across Lake Superior from Canada, 
Twelvemile Beach is a rustic campsite without 
cell service or electric and water hook-ups. 
Advance reservations are required. Campers have 
access to the beach and several trails to explore 
the area’s sand dunes, sandstone cliffs, 
waterfalls, lakes and forest. 


SMUGGLER’S DEN CAMPGROUND, MAINE 
The only national park in the Northeast but one 
of the 10 most visited, Acadia National Park in 
Maine boasts rocky coastlines, mountains, 
forests and 150 miles of hiking trails. Smuggler’s 
Den, which borders Acadia, is on Mount Desert 
Island and offers access to 25 miles of 

hiking trails right from the 

campground. Available are more 


than 100 sites for RVs and 


tents, as well as cabins you 
can rent. Pets are 
welcome. Active and 
retired military can 
stay two nights for 
Survey participants who say 
they plan to engage in 
“revenge travel” — taking 
extra trips or splurging 
after the pandemic— 


free, June 4-5 or 
according to a recent poll 


June 5-6. 
Lyn Mettler is a 
yy LuggageHero 


freelance travel 
writer who blogs at 
gototravelgal.com. 
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.S. Army Sgt. Maj. Gavin 
L. Mcllvenna retired 
from military service in 
2012 after nearly 23 
years in uniform. As a soldier, he 
conducted peace and contingency 
operations in northern Iraq, 
Bosnia, Baghdad and Africa, 
serving as a sniper team leader 
and operations sergeant major. He 
received multiple combat citations, 
including the Legion of Merit, the 
Bronze Star and about two dozen 
others. 
One decoration, however, is far 


rarer than the rest. MclIlvenna is one of fewer 
than 700 soldiers through history who have worn 
the Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier badge. 


Gavin L. Mcllvenna, former 
sentinel, now helps lead 
100th-anniversary obser- 
vances for the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. 


In 1999, MclIlvenna and three other former 


sentinels created the Society of the Ho 


Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (SHGTUS), of 


which he is now president. An Oregon 


Police trooper and member of American Legion 
Post 1 in Paris, McIlvenna discussed the 100th 
anniversary of the tomb with The American 


Legion Magazine. 
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nor Guard, 


State 


. ¥; » 4 : 


What is the Society of the Honor 
Guard, and how did it come to life? 
In 1998, the 3rd U.S. Infantry 
Regiment - the Old Guard - brought 
together former tomb guards for the 
50th anniversary of the regiment 
assuming the duties at the tomb on 
April 6, 1948. From this meeting, the 
four founders got together to develop 
the society. We wanted to continue to 
serve as we did at the tomb, creating 
an organization that educates people 
on the history behind the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier and each of the 
Unknowns buried on the east plaza of 


the Memorial Amphitheater, and provides 
assistance to the current platoon, former tomb 
guards and their families. 


What does the society do in support of active- 
duty tomb guards and their families? 

We support them in a variety of ways, including 
scholarship opportunities, mentoring, and material 
support when something they need to continue the 
mission cannot be obtained through official 
channels. 


CENTENNIAL 


Former Tomb of the Unknown Soldier sentinels 
stand watch over 100th-anniversary observances. 


Can you describe the bond among those 
who have served as tomb guards? 

The bond is difficult to capture in words, but the 
experiences we shared through the generations is 
unique, much like those who serve in combat. One 
of my best friends is a tomb guard, Jim Cardamon, 
who walked in 1957-1958 - before I was born. We 
served on the same relief (1st Relief), and when we 
talk, we find that not much has changed from his 
time to mine. Knowing the training process we all 
have to go through, and the fact that many just 
cannot rise to the standards we set, makes our 
small group of soldiers that much more unique. 
This bond continues with the families of deceased 
tomb guards in ways that I have not seen in my 
military career. I interact weekly with family 
members. They have become my extended family. 


Describe your time as a sentinel and what it 
means to you. 

My time at the tomb was almost at the middle of 
my military career, so I brought my experiences of 
deployments and loss of brothers in the field to my 
assignment as the 1st Relief commander. | think 
having experience outside the regiment made me 
quickly grasp the why behind our duty at the tomb. 
This tomb is not just a big piece of marble or, as 
some have described it, “a rock.” There is an 
unknown American resting under the tomb and in 
each of the crypts. Each one represents so much 
more than a conflict; they represent the heart of 
America and what it truly means to serve and 
sacrifice for others. I look back fondly on my time 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and like most 
former tomb guards wish I could be there again 
standing the watch. 


What are some myths about tomb guards? 
About 10 years or more ago, someone sent an 
email that found its way on social media and has 
been circulating ever since. In that, it talked about 
how tomb guards don’t drink or smoke for the rest 
of their lives, remain celibate, don’t curse ... and 
other nonsense about the men and women who 


stand the watch at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. This - and just the public not 
understanding the mission of the platoon - has 
created plenty of myths and rumors. The society 
runs an educational program free to everyone that 
talks about the history of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, each of the Unknowns buried at 
the Memorial Amphitheater, as well as the tomb 
platoon itself. How to set up this presentation in 
your community or school can be found on our 
website, tombguard.org. 


How do you intend to celebrate the tomhb’s 
centennial in 2021? 

We are planning to include as many people and 
organizations as possible that have ties to the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This includes 
Native American tribes, naval and Marine forces of 
our nation, as well as our foreign allies. We have 
gained many staunch supporters for our initiatives 
and created new bonds with organizations such as 
the Gold Star Mothers and Daughters of the 
American Revolution, to name a few. 


What about The American Legion’s place in 
the tomh’s history? 

The American Legion is uniquely connected, 
starting with Congressman Hamilton Fish III of 
New York. He served during World War I with the 
369th Infantry Regiment “Harlem Hellfighters,” 
and through this service and his experiences on 
the battlefield, he drafted the legislation which 
brought home the World War I Unknown Soldier in 
1921. The American Legion also provided a 
uniformed member to assist the honor guard as 
they escorted the Unknown Soldier from the 
selection site in Chalons-en-Champagne on Oct. 
24, 1921, to Paris, via train. That uniformed 
member of the Legion remained with the Army 
honor guard while the train stayed the night in 
Paris before moving on to the port of Le Havre the 
next day, where they met USS Olympia. 

Since that time, The American Legion has 
provided the outside lighting system still in use 
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today, making the duties of the tomb guards easier 
at night. 


How will the centennial be recognized in 
Europe? 

We are working with the French government, 
American Legion Paris Post 1, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, the State Department, Le Souvenir Francais 
and the Association of the United States Army on 
planned ceremonies in October, where we will 
visit the cemeteries and battlefields associated 
with each of the four candidates who were selected 
for ceremonies on Oct. 24, 1921. We will represent 
our nation during the 100th anniversary of the 
selection by Sgt. Edward Younger at Chalons-en- 
Champagne, as well as the anniversary of the 
departure of the World War I Unknown Soldier 
from France. 

As a society, we will also pay our respects to the 
French Unknown Soldier in Paris. The French 
people expressed their deep sympathy and respect 
for our Unknown Soldier in 1921, and as two 
nations, our bond extends back to when they 
supported our independence from Great Britain. 
This is a special time to reaffirm that bond 
between nations, as well as citizen soldiers. 


Will there be any commemoration at sea? 

We are working with the Naval History and 
Heritage Command on developing a ceremony at 
sea that honors and remembers the events that 
occurred in May 1958 during the final selection of 
the World War II Unknown Soldier aboard USS 
Canberra, where the trans-Atlantic and trans- 
Pacific candidates were brought together for the 
final selection. The Unknown candidate not 


selected was buried at sea, the only time in the 
Unknown Soldier history that this occurred. Also 
present during this ceremony was the Korean War 
Unknown Soldier, and we have found that there 
are many who don’t know this history. 


What is on the agenda for Arlington National 
Cemetery? 

On Nov. 9-10 of this year, you will see the public 
have an opportunity to come onto the plaza, where 
the tomb guards walk, and lay an individual flower 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This will 
re-create the events that happened in 1921 when 
the public came into the U.S. Capitol Rotunda, 
where the Unknown Soldier lay in state, and paid 
their individual respects. There will also be a 
special procession on Nov. 11 for the national 
Veterans Day observance. 


What about other locations? 

There will be a special ceremony on Oct. 25, 
2021, at the Independence Seaport Museum in 
Philadelphia, where USS Olympia is currently 
docked. This ceremony will mirror one planned in 
France, at Le Havre. The historians and living 
history crew have been great to work with over the 
past years as we have highlighted special aspects 
of the ship as they relate to the Unknown Soldier 
from World War I, and Olympia’s difficult journey 
home in 1921. You can find information on the 
ceremony on both of our websites, 
tombguard.org and phillyseaport.org. 

We are working with the Naval History and 
Heritage Command on developing ceremonies at 
key locations across the globe that have important 
ties to the history of the Unknown Soldiers from 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
AND THE TOMB 

OF THE UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER as 


Dec. 21, 1920 American Legion 
founding leader U.S. Rep. 
Hamilton Fish Ill introduces a 
bill to authorize a return to the 
United States of the remains of 
one unknown soldier who lost 
his life fighting in the Great 
War. The American Legion 
strongly supports the measure, 
which passes. 


Oct. 24, 1921: Sgt. Edward F. 
Younger selects the third casket 
from the left among four 
unidentified U.S. soldiers who 
were earlier exhumed from their 
graves. The chosen soldier is 
transported from France to 
Washington D.C., aboard USS 
Olympia. The other three are 
interred at the Meuse-Argonne 
American Cemetery in France, 
where they remain today. The 
chosen Unknown Soldier would 
lie in state at the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda until ceremonies at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
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Nov. 11, 1921: President Warren G. Harding and 
the Allied generals of the Great War, flanked by 
American Legion members, dedicate the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington. 
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American Legion Archives 


1958 and 1984. As these become solidified in Italy, 
Cuba and Hawaii, we will publish them on our 
website. 

There will be a Joint Naval Symposium on 
Nov. 9 at the historic Navy Yard. This symposium 
will bring together all our national naval forces, 
including the Marine Corps and Coast Guard, and 
talk about how they accomplished the vital 
missions to bring the Unknown Soldiers home in 
1921, 1958 and 1984. There will also be a 
dedication of a special historical plaque at the 
exact spot, at the exact time, 100 years later, when 
the World War I Unknown Soldier finally returned 
home aboard USS Olympia. 


How can people get involved? 

Everyone can participate in the centennial of the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier right now by 
dedicating, or rededicating, a garden as a Never 
Forget Garden. This project was based on the 
World War II Victory Garden concept and provides 
individuals and organizations a special garden to 
remember those who have served and sacrificed 
for our nation. Many times, people simply cannot 
make the trip to Washington, D.C., to visit the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and this Never 
Forget Garden can act as a proxy to the tomb. We 
have been working with the American Rose 
Society to identify the variety of roses used in 
1921, and they fully support the Never Forget 
Garden. Our website has a packet on how to create 
a Never Forget Garden. 

Legionnaires can also take the lead in their own 
communities by coordinating with other veterans 
and civic organizations and participating in the 
national salute on Nov. 11. This project asks 
citizens in every community to ring bells 21 times 
at 11 a.m. on Nov. 11. We suggest following this up 
with a moment of silence, much like what was 
done during the interment of the World War I 
Unknown Soldier on Nov. 11, 1921. 
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“Someone has put these words into the mouth of the Unknown Soldier, as he speaks 
to the summit conferences of the world: ‘We could tell them so much, for we who have 
come through this hell have learned so much more about what peace means, as we 
have made a bomb run through the flak. But now we are voiceless ....’ Ah, but they are 
not voiceless. Their graves are not silent. They speak. They speak with unmistakable 
utterances. They remind us of what God expects of us and of this nation we profess to 
love. Memories, | know, carry us back into the past. But on an occasion like this, the 
past warns us to look into the future and make certain that war will not visit us again.” 


American Legion National Chaplain Rev. Feltham S. James, during his memorial 
address at the 40th National Convention, Sept. 2, 1958 


March 26, 1926 Following vandalism and other less-than- 
respectful activity by random visitors of the tomb, 
sunset-to-sunrise surveillance of the site by armed 
military personnel begins, at the urging of The American 
Legion. 


July 2, 1937 Approval is given, after American Legion 
insistence, for 24-hour military guarding of the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. 


Aug. 3, 1956 President Dwight D. Eisenhower signs an 
American Legion-supported bill to select and honor the 
unknown military personnel who died fighting in World 
War Il and the Korean War, who will be added to separate 
crypts on the tomb plaza on Memorial Day weekend, 1958. 


May 31, 1958 
American Legion 
National Commander 
John S. Gleason 
presents the 
organization's 
prestigious 
Distinguished Service 
Medal to the 
Unknown Servicemen 
of World War I, World 
War Il and Korea the day after they are interredina 
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery. 


March 15, 1969 Legionnaire President Richard M. Nixon 
flips the switch to permanently light the tomb and the 
amphitheater temple facade. Nearly $200,000 was raised 
for the project by The American Legion, as its 50th- 
anniversary “gift to the nation.” 


U.S. Army Oo mz 


May 28, 1984 President Ronald Reagan acts as next of kin 
and accepts the interment flag for a then-Unknown 
Soldier of the Vietnam War, whose remains are added to a 
third crypt. 


June 30, 1998 The Department of Defense formally 
identifies, through DNA testing, that the Vietnam War 
Unknown Soldier is Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph 
Blassie, who was shot down near An Léc in 1972. His 
remains are exhumed and repatriated to his family, and 
the Vietnam War crypt that contained his remains is 
vacant today. 
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What is it about the tomb that makes it so 
meaningful for visitors? 

As we have looked through our history, we have 
found that many times monuments dedicated to 
certain conflicts lose their relevance as those who 
fought during those conflicts pass along. It is 
important to remember that the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier is not a monument; it is the grave 
of the World War I Unknown Soldier, who represents 
all the fallen from that conflict. In the crypts reside 
the remains of Unknown Soldiers representing 
(other) conflicts. The center crypt, which used to 
hold the remains of the Vietnam Unknown Soldier, 
is empty but is dedicated to those who are missing 
in action. History has shown the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier’s relevance has only grown since 
1921, much like what (U.S. Rep. Hamilton) Fish 
intended. 

While many in the public come to watch the 
changing of the guard, there are millions of families 
that come to the tomb to honor and remember their 
loved ones’ service in sacrifice to this nation. There 
are many in our nation who have no grave to visit. 
Lost at sea, missing in flight or simply never 
returning ... the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is 
where these families can be with their loved ones, 
regardless of the conflict or period they served in. 

It is the sentinel who walks the mat in eternal 
vigilance that represents our nation’s commitment 
to those who set aside their personal liberties to 
serve the nation, and those who have fallen in her 
defense. People can see this tangible commitment 
from our nation in the sentinel, who stands the 
watch 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Tomb 
guards see young people suddenly understand the 
meaning of service and sacrifice as they watch the 
changing of the guard, which is difficult to teach 
from a book. Young and old once again feel the 
pride of being an American, and everyone comes 
away affected in some manner. 


What do you hope the centennial will do to 
build awareness for the future? 

I think the biggest thing we would like the public 
to take away during the centennial is the fact that 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier has a vast history 
on so many fronts and is the one place in our nation 
where we can come together as Americans - 
regardless of our personal beliefs, religious 
preference, race or politics - and honor and 
remember the service and sacrifices of so many of 
our fellow countrymen. The centennial is an 
opportunity for us to express our love for country 
and all who stand the watch to keep her safe. & 
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TOMB REPLICA TO TRAVEL IN 2021 [a 


A half-scale Tomb of the Unknown Soldier traveling 
replica, maintained and managed by the Exchange Club of 
Rome, Ga., is scheduled to be on display for the public at 
various locations across the country in 2021, including: 


May 29-31 Coosa Valley Fairgrounds, Rome, Ga. 

June 3-5 Pine Mountain, Ga. 

Aug. 13-15 Valley Forge Foundation Center, Valley Forge, Pa. 
Sept. 1-5 Hartwell, Ga. 

Sept. 8-11 Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tenn. 

Sept. 11-12 Quincy, Ill. 

Sept. 23-25 Truett McConnell University, Cleveland, Ga. 
Oct. 5-9 Coosa Valley Fairgrounds, Rome, Ga. 

Oct. 12-15 Covington, La. 

Nov. 4-6 Manchester, Ga. 

Nov. 9 and 11 Rome, Ga. 

For more events, visit tombguard.org. 


INDEPENDENCE SEAPORT MUSEUM, PHILADELPHIA =a 


USS Olympia (C-6), the oldest U.S. steel warship still afloat 
— known for its battle record and for having returned the 
Unknown Soldier to America in 1921 - is moored at the 
Independence Seaport Museum in Philadelphia, where 
centennial commemorations are planned, including: 


May 25 - A Brown Bag MOVIE Club virtual film showing 
and Zoom panel discussion (noon Eastern) offers 
participants an opportunity to follow along at home about 
difficult journeys home, much like the one the World War | 
Unknown Soldier took in 1921. Visit phillyseaport.org/ 
events for film rental and participation information. 


May 28/Memorial Day Weekend - A special exhibit 
opens May 28, followed by a 10 a.m. Eastern event to unveil 
a historic marker aboard USS Olympia. 


Oct. 25 - A commemoration ceremony is planned to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of the departure of the 
World War | Unknown Soldier from Le Havre, France, to the 
United States in 1921 and USS Olympia’s challenging 
mission to bring him home. 


Nov. 9 —- A ceremony matching those at the Navy Yard in 
Washington, D.C., will commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the World War | Unknown Soldier’s arrival to the United 
States aboard USS Olympia. 
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something you can do with one simple phone call. $12.35 | $10.15 | $19.92 | $16.25 | $38.83 | $31.50 | $95.58 | $77.25 
You may have been putting off purchasing life insurance, but you don’t $15.28 | $11.50 | $24.79 | $18.50 | $48.58 | $36.00 |$119.96] $88.50 

| have to wait ane ne offer is a great opportunity to help start $18.50 | $13.75 | $30.17 | $22.25 | $59.33 | $43.50 |$146.83]$107.25 | 
Eas a $22.08 | $17.05 | $36.13 | $27.75 | $71.25 | $54.50 |$176.63|$134.75 

| Underwritten by $29.53 | $22.30 | $48.54 | $36.50 | $96.08 | $72.00 |$238.71|$178.50 | 

G- United of Omaha Life | C 

CF Mutuat“Omana ean Meee $38.65 | $30.70 | $63.75 | $50.50 |$126.50]$100.00|$314.75|$248.50 


| reams aries $51.55 | $43.45 | $85.25 | $71.75 |$169.50|$142.50|$422.25[$354.75 | 


The rates above include a $12 annual policy fee. 


ee 


| This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance agent/producer may contact you by telephone. These policies contain | 
benefits, reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits during the first two 

l years of policy ownership. In NY, during the first two years, 120% of premiums will be paid. Whole life insurance is underwritten by | 
United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 3300 Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance 
policies issued in NY are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Melville, NY 11747. Each underwriting company is responsible for 

| its own financial and contractual obligations; and shares a financial interest with The American Legion, in this program. Not available in all states. | 

Benefit amounts may vary by state. Policy Form ICC11L059P or state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY) 


This policy is available to people not affiliated with The American Legion. 


| “Ages 50 to 75 in NY. | 
“In FL policy is renewable until age 121. 
| **All benefits paid would be less any outstanding loan. | 
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Photos courtesy INDYCAR 


2021 NTT INDYCAR SERIES SCHEDULE 


APRIL 15 Indianapolis Motor Speedway (road course), 2:30 p.m. 
18 Barber Motorsports Park (Birmingham, Ala.), 3 p.m. 30 105th Indianapolis 500, 12:45 p.m. 
25 Streets of St. Petersburg (Fla.), noon JUNE 


MAY 12 Raceway at Belle Isle Park (Detroit) Race 1,2 p.m. 


1 Texas Motor Speedway (Fort Worth) Race 1, 7 p.m. 13 Raceway at Belle Isle Park (Detroit) Race 2, noon 
2 Texas Motor Speedway (Fort Worth) Race 2, 5 p.m. 20 Road America (Sheboygan, Wis.), noon 
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"Both my grandfathers served - one in the Army, 
one in the Navy. My grandmother on my father’s 
side actually did some test flying for pilots. Their 
pride and influence in defending our homeland 
and protecting our freedoms were ever-present 
for me as a child." 


Seven-time NASCAR Cup Series champion 
Began NASCAR Cup Series career in the No. 48 car in 2001 


83 wins, 232 top-five finishes, 374 top-10 finishes and 
36 pole positions 
Two-time Daytona 500 winner (2006, 2013) and four-time 
Brickyard 400 winner (2006, 2008, 2009, 2012) 


Competing for NTT INDYCAR SERIES Rookie of the Year 
honors, driving the street and road courses in 2021 


Only race car driver to be named Associated Press 


= afew /\RWANI Male Athlete of the Year 


7 TONY KANAAN A os > 


@ .., /s 
= 20th Indianapolis 500 start in 2021 a HONDA Ww 


- i x , : @ CARVANA 
~  ® Entering his 24th season in major open-wheel racing NTTDaTa 


in the United States \ 7 
Hi a = Began in the CART series in 1998 A pean 


= 2013 Indianapolis 500 winner and 2004 NTT INDYCAR 
SERIES champion 


= 17 career open-wheel victories, including one CART win 
in 1999 and 16 INDYCAR wins 


CARVANA 
ee 


= Racing all the oval tracks on the 2021 schedule, including 
the Texas Motor Speedway on May 1-2 and the Indianapolis 
500 on May 30 


JULY SEPTEMBER 

4 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course (Lexington), noon 12 Portland International Raceway, 3 p.m. 
11 Streets of Toronto, noon 19 WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 
AUGUST (Monterey, Calif.)., 3 p.m. 

8 Streets of Nashville, 5:30 p.m. 26 Streets of Long Beach (Calif.), 3 p.m. 
14 Indianapolis Motor Speedway (road course), 12:30 p.m. All races air on NBC or NBC Sports, 

21 World Wide Technology Raceway (Madison, Ill.), 8 p.m. Eastern time. Schedule subject to change. 
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In their quest for soldiers’ photos, volunteer 
researchers are renewing ties between the Dutch 
people and the families of their American liberators. 


BY MATT GRILLS 


she left on a Find A Grave web page: “Remembering the 
sacrifice of my mother’s cousin, Bill G. Hartley.” 

Researchers in the Netherlands saw her post and contacted 
McDermott, asking what she knew about Hartley, who was 
killed in action at Millingen, Germany, in the final months of 
World War II. Determined to put faces with the names of all 
U.S. soldiers buried and memorialized at Margraten, they hoped 
she might have a photo of him. 

McDermott said she didn’t, but after digging online, she found 
a grainy picture in a newspaper clipping about Hartley’s death 
and sent it on. Best she could do. 

Months later, though, she 
woke in the middle of the night 
with the sudden thought that 
she might have a photograph of 
Hartley after all. She pulled out 
her great-grandmother’s album, 
and there was the original 
photo that ran on the front 
page of the Vincennes Sun- 
Commercial on March 28, 1945. 


fr: Kathy McDermott, her search began with a short tribute 
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Photo courtesy Fields of Honor Foundation 


The boys of Margraten 


Between November 1944 and May 1945, 
more than 18,000 U.S. servicemembers 
were buried in a temporary cemetery at 
the Dutch village of Margraten. Some 
were killed in Operation Market Garden; 
many more fell fighting in the Hiirtgen 
Forest, the advance toward the Rhine 
and the Allies’ final push into Germany. 
That spring, Dutch families adopted and 
decorated the graves of the Americans’ 
“boys.” Nearly 10,000 dead would be 
repatriated before the Netherlands 
American Cemetery opened in 1960. 


istoric 1920-193 
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2-47 


Released to the Public: 
Bags of Vintage Buffalo Nickels 
Order More and SAVE 


QUARTER POUND Buffalo Nickels 
(23 coins) Plus FREE Stone Arrowhead 


Long-Vanished Buffalos 
Highly Coveted by Collectors 


ne of the most beloved coins in 
history is a true American Classic: 
Millions of these vintage Buffalo Nickels 


The Buffalo Nickel. Although they 


have not been issued for over 75 years, have worn out incirculation-or been $49 + s/h 
GovMint.com is releasing to the public bags yecalled and destroved by the government 

of original U.S. government Buffalo Nickels. Today, significant aasHEes is often HALF POUND Bag 
Now they can be acquired for a limited time only be found in private hoards and estate (46 coins) Plus FREE 
only—not as individual collector coins, collections. As a result, these coins are Stone Arrowhead 


but by weight—just $49 for a full Quarter- $79 + s/h SAVE $19 


becoming more sought-after each day. 


Pound Bag. 
Supplies Limited— ar ai ae 
0 ag (91 coins) Plus 
oe nm Valuable cole Order Now! Stone Arrowhead and 
Coins—GUARANTEED! Supplies of vintage Buffalo Nickels are Liberty Head Nickel FREE Liberty Head 
Every bag will be filled with collectible limited as the availability of these classic $149 + FREE SHIPPING Nickel with One 
vintage Buffalos from over 75 years ago, American coins continues to shrink each SAVE $47 Full Pound 


GUARANTEED ONE COIN FROM EACH and every year. They make a precious gift 


OF THE FOLLOWING SERIES (dates our 

choice): 

* 1920-1929—“Roaring ’20s” Buffalo 

* 1930-1938—The Buffalo’s Last Decade 

¢ Mint Marks (P,D, and S) 

¢ ALL Collector Grade Very Good 
Condition 


for your children, family and friends—a gift 
that will be appreciated for a lifetime. 


NOTICE: Due to recent changes in 
the demand for vintage U.S. coins, this 


advertised price may change without notice. 


-REE SHIPPING 
at] = Jt i WM 


Limited time only. Product total over $149 before 
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 


Not valid on previous purchases. 


For fastest service call today toll-free 


Call today t id di intment. 
¢ FREE Stone Arrowhead with each bag si a Ae 


1-877-566-6468 


Offer Code VBB540-07 


Please mention this code when you call. 


30-Day Money-Back Guarantee 
You must be 100% satisfied with your 
bag of Buffalo Nickels or return it within 


30 days of receipt for a prompt refund 
(less s/h). ae 


Every vintage Buffalo Nickel you receive will 
be a coveted collector con—GUARANTEED! 
Plus, order a gigantic full Pound bag and 
you'll also receive a vintage Liberty Head 
Nickel (1883-1912), a valuable collector 
classic! 


3°) GOVMINT.COM’ 


GovMint.com « 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. VBB540-07, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 


GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com 
reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change 
significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return 
your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2021 GovMint.com. All rights reserved. 
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Every other year, during the week of 
Dutch Remembrance Day on May 4, 
visitors to the Netherlands American 
Cemetery come face to face with Hartley 
and thousands of other Americans who 
died freeing Nazi-occupied Europe. 

Soldiers gaze out from photos mounted 
beside their grave markers and at the foot 
of the Walls of the Missing - some solemn, 
others smiling, all young and alive. Called 
“Faces of Margraten,” the display is an 
intimate way to contemplate their sacrifice. 

“Tt’s different than just looking at a stone 
and reading a name,” says Sebastiaan 
Vonk, 28, the Dutch historian who founded 
the program seven years ago. “People have 
a lot of questions: What was he like? How 
old was he? When you see a face next to 
that headstone and you're able to look into 
his eyes, you connect on a personal level. 
Ultimately that helps achieve your goal to 
make sure they’re not forgotten.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in the 
cancellation of last year’s event, but when 
“Faces of Margraten” returns - this year or 
in 2022 - it will have at least 8,100 photos, 
up from 3,300 at its launch in 2015. 

Vonk and his fellow researchers at the 
Fields of Honor Foundation have spent a 
decade scouring newspaper archives and 
genealogy websites to locate families of the 
cemetery’s war dead, which includes six 
Medal of Honor recipients and four women. 
“Faces of Margraten” is an extension of 
their main project: a database of all U.S. 
servicemembers buried or memorialized at 
six American cemeteries in Belgium, 
France, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 

With thousands of individual pages still 
missing photos, more volunteers are 
joining the search. Talking with Carla 
Mans, the Dutch researcher who contacted 
her about her cousin, McDermott realized 
her own genealogy experience might be of 
use to Fields of Honor. She’s working on a 
list of names from Indiana, and in March, 
she submitted her 100th photo. 


10,023 


U.S. servicemembers buried or 
memorialized at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery in Margraten 


8,100+ 


Photos collected 
for the “Faces of 
Margraten” program 


‘I cried for the first time’ 


A cab pulled up with a telegram 
addressed to his mother. In rural 
Texas, young Larry Kilmer knew 
immediately what that meant. 

His father, demolition specialist 
Sgt. Thomas Kilmer, was placing 
charges on a damaged bridge near 
Jena, Germany, when it collapsed, 
killing everyone on and under it. 

“There was a choice at that time 
of bringing the body back to the States or having him buried 
overseas,” Larry says. “I was 12 years old, and | can remember my 
mom asking me. We decided to leave him where he was.” 

In the two years since Carla Mans contacted him for a photo, 
he and the Dutch researcher have become close friends. She 
also helped put Larry in touch with descendants of the family 
who adopted Thomas Kilmer’s grave in 1945. 

“They grow flowers in their garden and cut them and take 
them to decorate it. We use Google Translator to talk to each 
other. When they said they’d been taking care of my father’s 
grave all these years, | actually cried for the first time.” 


‘He’s at peace’ 
Not long after Pfc. Milton “Wayne” Kleckner’s family learned 
he'd been killed in the Battle of the Bulge, letters started arriving 
from a couple caring for his grave at Henri-Chapelle in Belgium. 
Kleckner’s widow, with their 3-year-old son Thomas in tow, 

walked two blocks to the home of the high school French 
teacher, who translated the messages and helped her respond. 

As years passed, the families fell out of touch, and Thomas 
asked about bringing his father back to Indiana for burial. “Mom 
said, ‘He’s at peace, let him be,” he says. 

He’d like to know who visits his father’s grave today. When 
Kathy McDermott contacted him on behalf of Fields of Honor, 
Thomas shared several cherished photos — including one of 
Kleckner’s squad on Dec. 14, 1944, eight days before his death, 
and another of an Army chaplain kneeling at his original grave 
site, marked by a white wooden cross. 

“The older | get, the more emotional | am about all this.” 


34,000+ 


Personal memorial pages in the Fields of Honor 
database, for U.S. servicemembers buried or 
memorialized at six American cemeteries in Europe 


Enjoy this fantastic, limited-time sale price on 
our newest member of our affordable rechargeable 


hearing aids family! 
5 Star Reviews! 


Couldn’t Be Happier! 
“So happy with this purchase. 

Can finally hear conversations again. 
Thanks guys for making an affordable 
hearing aid possible. ” 


- Nancy V. 


GO Features! 


Digital sound processing chip 
provides crystal clear sound and 
makes speech easier to understand 
with less feedback than old analog 
technology 


Don’t worry about replacing 
batteries! Full Charge Gives 16 
Hours of Use! (Free Charging 
Station Included) 


Automatic Noise Reduction and 
Feedback Canceler 


100% Money Back Guarantee 


Telecare Convenience! 


No costly professional 

appointments needed! 

With our free telecare, 

you can call our friendly 

and caring staff from the comfort and 
safety of your home to discuss your 
hearing care. You'll enjoy ongoing 
assistance to help you achieve the 
best hearing experience with your 
hearing aids! 


HearClear hearing aids have 
been clinically proven to show 
significant improvement in 
speech understanding. 
(University of Memphis, 2018) 


Not available in the state of Washington 


€ 


Affordable Quality Since 1996! 


Advanced Affordable Hearing: 


A) Microphone 
B) Program Button 
C) Volume Control 
D) Magnetic Chargin 

Port & Rechargeable 

Battery 
E) Digital Processor 
F) Receiver (Speaker) 
G) Sound Tube 


Easy. 
Affordable. 3 
Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aid - For Only $199!* 


We're excited to introduce you to the most affordable member of 

our rechargeable hearing aid family: the HearClear GO! Our new 
HearClear GO Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids feature advanced 
digital technology at an unbelievably affordable price! The GO utilizes 
the key technologies of high-end digital hearing aids while leaving out 


fancy bells and whistles that increase cost and require ee 


expensive adjustments. With the GO, you'll hear more ) 
clearly while saving a lot of money! fA (¢@ 
Your lightweight and discreet GO hearing aids work at | 
a fraction of the cost of name-brand hearing aids, and FREE 
they’re amazingly convenient! With the GO’s included Charging 
charging station, you won't have to keep buying and Station! 
replacing tiny hearing aid batteries, and the GO is “< 


pre-programmed for most mild to moderate hearing 

losses—no costly professional adjustments needed. They’re shipped 
directly to you and help you hear better right out of the box. Simply 
take them out, put them in, and GO! 


You can spend thousands on an expensive hearing aid or you can spend 
just $239 for a hearing aid that’s great for most mild to moderate hearing 
losses (only $199 each when you buy a pair — hear up to 3 times better 
than wearing just one). We're so sure you'll love your hearing aids we 
ofter a 100% Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not satisfied 


for any reason. 


Questions? 


FOR THE LOWEST PRICE CALL! 


1-888-318-4376 


Use Coupon Code: AL15 


*Only $199 Each When You Buy A Pair! 
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Visit and Save: www.AdvancedHearing.com/AL15 


“You build a family tree but in reverse, 
looking for the descendants,” she says. 
“You look for obituaries and news stories 
to try to find somebody who’s still alive. 
Usually it’s out of the blue for them, but it’s 
a great feeling to let them know people 
have not forgotten their soldier and are 
interested in perpetuating their story.” 

At 19, Mans’ father helped dig graves at 
Margraten. And like thousands of other 
Dutch families, her grandfather adopted 
one: Sgt. John Lynch of Massachusetts. 

At the first “Faces,” Mans saw flowers 


The American Legion’s Netherlands post 
at Lynch’s grave but no photo, and she With nearly 200 members, Margraten Post NLO1 is active and 
resolved to find one. In an appeal through growing fast. The only American Legion post in the 


Netherlands, it’s a close-knit group of veterans, U.S. military 
civilians and and active-duty personnel stationed around the 
country’s borders with Germany and Belgium. 

“When we get together, it’s all warm arms, slaps on the back 
and joking,” says Dennis Owens, who served two years as 


the Pawtucket Police Department, she 
finally located his relatives. She still talks 
with Lynch’s youngest brother, Raymond, 
who’s in his 80s. 


So far, Mans has found 280 photos for commander before stepping down in March. “The camaraderie 
Margraten and 70 for other cemeteries. is fantastic. We have a tremendous amount of fun.” 
She’s also put American families in touch An Air Force veteran, Owens has lived in Germany since 1994, 
with their grave adopters, and vice versa. working on AWACS aircraft as a NATO civilian. At post meetings 
“It’s always worth the waiting,” she says. and activities, he likes to wear an American Legion watch that 
“We become a kind of second family.” belonged to his grandfather, a World War II Navy veteran who 


was commander of Paradise Post 259 in California 50 years ago. 
Owens is proud of that legacy, and he’s proud of Post NLO1. 

Two years ago, it moved into the building it shares with Dutch 

veterans in the town of Kerkrade, and has buzzed with activity 


a - V 
Ihad no idea since. Prior to COVID-19, the post hosted U.S. Ambassador to the 


When Jeannine Netherlands Pete Hoekstra and a group of visiting World War II 
McKinnon got a call veterans. It also supports American Legion youth programs, 
asking if she was sponsoring Oratorical winners and Cub Scout Pack 100. 
the niece of Pfc. “We love the chaos of the Pinewood Derby in our home, with 
George Ratliff, she 150 kids running around, racing their cars,” Owens says. 
was somewhat In matters of remembrance, post members are devoted to 
confused. Her their namesake cemetery, turning out in large numbers to assist 
grandfather was at a Wreaths Across America event and place photos beside 
George. Her graves for the biennial “Faces of Margraten” program. 


mother hada 

brother who died 

in the war, but his name was Bobby. “ cane 
Talking with Kathy McDermott and looking Our post has the distinct 


through old papers for a photo, McKinnon learned honor of being named for the 


that her uncle, George Robert Ratliff, came ashore 
i : .5. cemeter Margraten, 
at Omaha Beach a month after D-Day and helped UTE OAC 9 SEMEN) 


liberate Saint-L6. He was killed by a sniper at with its 8,301 crosses and 

Ossenberg ae voluntarily oe anne Stars of David and 1,722 

reorganization roman expose position. He an naresanihe walleortne 

Hartley, McDermott’s cousin, served in the same <a : 

company and died the same day. Missing. We carry the pride of 
Ratliff’s mother received his posthumous Silver Margraten on our caps.” 

Star at an American Legion hut in Springdale, Ark. : : : 
“Everything kind of died with Granny, and what Dennis Owens, American Legion 

was left died with my mom,” she says. “It’s Department of France vice commander 

heartwarming to know that someone is at large and past commander of 

remembering a person | never met.” Margraten Post NLO1 
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While Fields of Honor does not maintain 
adopt-a-grave programs, the foundation is 
grounded in Dutch gratitude for their 
American liberators. Vonk applied for a 
grave in 2006, before ever visiting the 
cemetery. Assigned to Cpl. Lawrence Shea 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., he needed to know more. 

“That’s what got me involved in all this, 
just doing the research and trying to locate 
his family,” he says. 

Linda Lameir Chernek still hopes to find 
a living relative or photo of her fallen hero, 
Pvt. Lonnie Green, an African-American 
soldier from Knoxville, Tenn. She decorates 
his grave often, remembering that it was 
Americans who freed her grandfather from 
the concentration camp at Dachau. 

“Tt’s a special thing,” she says. 

She and her husband Mark, a member of 
American Legion Margraten Post NLO1, 
adopted graves 13 years ago at her urging. 
“This is something the Dutch people 
cherish,” he says. “It’s not taken lightly.” 

Many inherit the responsibility, like 
Bram Borsboom. “When my grandfather 
died and my grandmother became too old, 
she passed the adoption to my mother, and 
my mother passed it to me,” he says. 

Since 1945, Borsboom’s family has 
decorated Pfc. Bill Hartley’s grave. But only 
recently have they learned more about him 
- that he was 19 years old when he died, 
and that his older brother, Loren, was 
killed on Okinawa a month later. 

In emails, Borsboom and McDermott 
share what they know. She recalls how the 
boys’ mother continued to wash, iron and 
fold their clothes, in case the military was 
wrong and they came home. “I never once 
saw her smile, but now I know why,” she 
says. “She didn’t have any smile left.” 

In an emotional letter kept by Borsoom’s 
grandparents, though, she thanked them 
for tending Bill’s grave. “Leona Hartley was 
very grateful for that,” he says. “I always 
tell people it is the least we can do.” & 


Matt Grills is managing editor of The 
American Legion Magazine. 


Learn more about the Fields of Honor database 
and the “Faces of Margraten” program online: 


® fieldsofhonorfoundation.com 
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“When I walk in 
Margraten, I carry on my 
shoulders my mates who 
died for their brothers. It’s 
something I hold very 
dear to my heart.” 


Mark Chernek, past sergeant- 
at-arms, American Legion 
Margraten Post NLO1 


David Americo, former superintendent at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery, says he could count on the Margraten 
post, whatever the need. “They were always available, in force, 
from the commander on down’ - typical of the strong 
relationship shared by The American Legion and the American 
Battle Monuments Commission, he adds. 

Post NLO1’s new commander, Joshua Steinlicht, is a 22-year 
Army veteran who served in Iraq and Afghanistan. Last year, he 
appeared in a short video for “Faces of Margraten,” and helped 
locate photos of four soldiers from his home state of Illinois. 
He's also led his son, Isaac, and his Cub Scout den in placing 
Dutch and U.S. flags at graves. 

“It means a lot that | get to teach them about our heroes,” he 
says, calling it an experience that will “last them a lifetime.” 

For years, Mark Chernek and his wife, Linda, have honored 
requests from family and friends in the United States to place 
flowers at relatives’ graves. A musician, Chernek also performs 
two songs he wrote - “We Will Never Forget,” about the 
grave-adoption program, and “The High Price of Freedom” — for 
veteran tour groups at Margraten’s chapel. 

“I do it because of the friends I’ve lost in combat,” he says. 
“It’s a connection. We're family.” 

In December, the cemetery temporarily closed due to 
COVID-19 measures. Post member Daniel LiBrando, a Coast 
Guard officer at Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum, looks 
forward to his first visit when it reopens. “It’s not far from where 
| live, so it’s always on my mind,” he says. “To any family of these 
fallen servicemen back home in America, rest assured that your 
loved one is certainly not forgotten here at Margraten.” 

- Matt Grills 
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Order your 8-coin Complete Uncirculated Design Set today at 
face value of ONLY $8 and SAVE OVER 80% 42s 
off the regular price of $42-95. Respond by a 
deadline and get a FREE Uncirculated 
National Park quarter. Plus, with this 
special offer, we'll pay your state’s sales aicepne rncneed 
tax on this order! National Park Quarter 

You'll also receive our fully illustrated "7" "reali 
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from our Free 
Examination Coins-on-Approval Service, from which you 
may purchase any or none of the coins— return balance in 
15 days — with option to cancel at any time. Order your 
complete 8-coin set and SAVE! 


Mail coupon today or order online at: 
www.LittletonCoin.com/Specials 
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 


Special Offer for New Customers Only Dept. 6DR416 


Made i 


eke [YES Please send me the following: 


(4 Check payable to Littleton Coin Company 
Charge my: 1 VISA “1 MasterCard 


QTY | DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL 
1. |8-Coin Collector's Set (Limit 1 Set)| $8.00 $8.00 
Display Folders — SAVE 25% $2.95 


1) American Express [lJ Discover 


Card No. Exp. Date / 


Add 5-coin Living Presidents Set $14.95 X ? 


1 Uncirculated National Park Quarter | FREE! You might also like to add 
Littleton’s exclusive golden 


colorized coins featuring the 
Se Sales Tax | FREE! | | (iinicoccuicsch lcci 


Please print clearly 


TOTAL $ 


Address Apt# 


Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, May 31, 2021 


Please send coupon to: 


NW Dept. 6DR416 
5 Littleton SCG Mt. Eustis Rd Year of issue & “P” 
Coin Company® . Eustis Rd, Fa ie 
: ! or “D" mint marks are 
E-Mail Serving Collectors Since 1945 Littleton NH 03561 -3737 ! inscribed on the edge. 


City State Zip 
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( 
Shipping | FREE! 
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WORLD PEACE, CIVIC PRIDE, GOOD 
CITIZENSHIP AND DIVERSITY ARE 
VALUES ENVISIONED TO SYMBOLICALLY 
RISE FROM THE CULTURAL GARDENS 
AT ROCKEFELLER PARK IN CLEVELAND, 


4 


o STORY: JEFF STOFFER 
s ART: GARY MARTIN & 
f , ~<Gse MARCUS ESKOW 
EES. SRN 
poo VND want ? 
A 1916 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE MEMORIAL GARDEN BEGETS 
OTHERS THAT LATER CELEBRATE THE CITY'S EARLY 20TH 
CENTURY IMMIGRANTS. A HEBREW GARDEN IS SOON 
FOLLOWED BY 15 MORE SECTIONS, RESPECTING GERMAN, 


ITALIAN, SLOVAK, YUGOSLAV, HUNGARIAN, POLISH, CZECH, 
IRISH, GREEK, UKRAINIAN AND OTHER NATIONALITIES. 


ON SEPT. 20, 1936, THE AMERICAN LEGION 
YEA PEACE GARDENS ENTER THE LANDSCAPE. \ 
|] NATIONAL COMMANDER RAY MURPHY BREAKS \\ 
a AWAY FROM THE 18TH AMERICAN LEGION 
NATIONAL CONVENTION TO INITIALLY DEDICATE 
| THE AREA, WHICH IS DIVIDED INTO TWO SIDES. 
ONE SIDE IS THE GARDEN OF STATES- THE 


THE AMERICAN LEGIONS LINK IN THE CHAIN OF SPACES REPRESENTS A THEME: 

H WPEACE THROUGH MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING.” THE PEACE GARDENS ARE RE- 
DEDICATED IN A LARGER CEREMONY IN JULY 1939, WHEN NATIONAL COMMANDER 
PALIL V- McNLITT IS PRIMARY SPEAKER, WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONS WHOSE 


The 
Sultural Garden: 
of Cleveland 


edicated to the Cause 
Brotherhood and Pea 


PT Bn aes 
An 
POE (ICY 
SCRIBED IN BRONZE ON BOTH SIDES: "THESE 
ARDENS, PLANNED BY MEN WHO KNOW THE 
HORRORS OF WAR, ARE DEDICATED TO THE 
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NORTH AMERICA’S “= 
"1 Selling Walk-In Tub 


ET our EXCIUSIVE Free Shower ‘Package 


Now you can finally have all of the 
soothing benefits of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing. 
Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
exclusive Shower Package! 


Y First and only walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower 


VY Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 
for your height and pivots to offer a 
seated shower option 


Y Durable frameless tempered glass 
enclosure available 


Y High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on the 
entire tub 


¥ Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at one low, affordable price 


Now you can have the best of 
both worlds—there isn’t a better, 
more affordable walk-in tub! 


Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of 


$1500 OFF 


PLUS A FREE 
SHOWER PACKAGE! 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 


Call Toll-Free 1-800-265-4920 


WALK-IN TUB 
www.BuySafeStep.com 


p FINANCING 
1 With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. H ion 
| Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. | AVAILABLE LIFETI M E 
! Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. ! WITH APPROVED i LIMITED WARRANTY 
Must present offer at time of purchase. ' CREDIT 


Call Today for Your Free Shower Package 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS |} 


CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300 


RAPID FIRE 


FITNESS 


10 things to know about 100 Miles for Hope 


The American Legion’s second annual 100 Miles for Hope challenge 
kicked off April 1, but there’s plenty of time to register, embrace fitness 
and wellness, and support the Veterans & Children Foundation 
(V&CF). Here is a by-the-numbers look at the campaign and the 
charity it benefits: 


1 You! The American Legion needs your support to make this year’s 
100 Miles for Hope as successful as the first edition in 2020. 


2 Options to register. Participants can sign up on Kilter, or visit 
Emblem Sales to register. Either way, the fee is $20, and participants 
will receive their medals later this summer. 


6 Commemorative items available. Visit Emblem Sales to purchase 
100 Miles for Hope T-shirts, baseball caps, sweatshirts, pins, challenge 
coins and vest patches. 


30 Minimum number of minutes required for an activity to count 


42 Minimum number of activities that count. Participants can also 
manually add activities, such as riding a motorcycle or gardening, but 
each needs to be at least 30 minutes. 


100 Percentage of proceeds from registrations and merchandise 
purchases that go toward V&CF 


100 Activity goal for participants to reach during the challenge 


160 Days participants have to reach the goal 


300,000 Goal, in dollars, to be raised for the foundation 
Millions Veterans, servicemembers and family members 


who have received or will receive assistance from V&CF. The 
foundation funds the work of accredited American Legion service 
officers who provide free assistance to disabled veterans who are 
trying to get their earned VA benefits. It also provides grants for 
military families in need through the Legion's Temporary Financial 
Assistance program. 
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Get registered 

To sign up, choose 
one of two options. 
The Kilter app allows 
participants to track 


100 MILES FOR HOPE 
their activities and 


encourage friends 


and family members to support their journey 
with donations to the V&CF. 


Choose one of the 
following: 
= Option 1- Sign 
up via Kilter by 
scanning this 
QR code or visiting 
kilterrewards. 
com/events/ 
american- 
legions-100-miles-for-hope 
= Option 2- Sign up via Emblem Sales. This 
option is advised for those who do not have 
a smartphone, or for those who want to sign 
up multiple family members, such as minor 
children or grandchildren. This option does 
not allow activity tracking. 


Get your swag Visit Emblem Sales to review 
and purchase commemorative gear. 


Learn about V&CF Proceeds from 
registrations, donations and Emblem Sales 
purchases all go toward the Legion’s Veterans & 
Children Foundation, which benefits disabled 
veterans and military families in need. 


Review activities that count This year, 
participants can engage in any activity that 
suits them best. The 100 Miles web page lists 
more than 40 options, including walking, yoga, 
riding a bike, canoeing and volunteering. You 
can also manually enter activities like riding a 
motorcycle or gardening. 


Download your bib Download, print and 
customize your own “race bib” as part of the 
challenge. The bib’s QR code allows you to 
share the V&CF page with potential donors 
who may be interested in learning more about 
the foundation. 


Share your journey Post stories and photos on 
our Legiontown web page at legion.org/ 
legiontown. 


& legion.org/100miles 


MEMORIAL DAY 


Far away 
From all they knew, 
With hearts of pride 

And courage true, 


Vowed to serve 
As freedom’s light, 
And through their strength 
Our nation’s might, 


They gave all 
Our brave defenders, 
Where poppies lie, 
We will remember. 


Sa 


PoppylnMemory.com 


USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. © 2021 USAA. 269282-0521 
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AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 


Rulon award special for Hall of Famer Fingers 


Every spring, Rollie Fingers is reminded that he has 
membership in a special fraternity. 

The trip east has become routine, and highly anticipated. 
Around Memorial Day weekend, Fingers packs his bags and 
drives from his suburban Las Vegas home to McCarran 
International Airport. It’s the Hall of Famer’s semi-annual 
trek to baseball’s hallowed grounds of Cooperstown, N.Y. 

Four hours of flight time, 2,200 miles east, and the 1974 
World Series MVP heads for baggage claim at Albany 
International Airport, six miles northwest of New York's 
capital. A waiting car then drives him 75 miles west, to a 
place where the game's history goes to retire. 

In 2019, Fingers participated in the Annual Hall of Fame 
Classic, in which a group of Major League Baseball alumni 
representing each club chooses sides, coached by a handful 
of Hall of Famers. Team Rollie - steered by Fingers (Class of 
'92) and fellow Hall of Famer Goose Gossage (Class of ’08) — 
selected a dugout in Doubleday Field and were joined by 
their player picks. (The game ended with a 9-9 tie after 
Nlinnings.) 

Before the umpire yelled “Play Ball,” Fingers presented the 
2018 George W. Rulon American Legion Player of the Year 
Award to Chris Ludman of American Legion Post 1in 
Wilmington, Del. 

Arriving at the ballpark that day was especially 
meaningful for Fingers. Before slipping on a Major League 
uniform for 17 seasons — years before being a major 
contributor to three consecutive Oakland A’s world 
championships in the 1970s, and capturing the American 
League MVP and Cy Young awards in 1981 - Roland Glen 
Fingers himself earned the Rulon award. 

As an 18-year-old in 1964, the honor was huge for Fingers, 
and his memories of the trip are vivid. “That was definitely a 
big deal,” he recalls. “Up until then, | never did any traveling. 
George (Rulon) took me under his wing. He told me what 
| was going to do in Cooperstown, and what a great 
experience | was going to have.” 

Under Rulon’s leadership, American Legion Baseball grew 
considerably from 1961 to 1987. The award recipient is chosen 
based on integrity, citizenship and sportsmanship. Upon 
Rulon’s retirement, the American Legion Player of the Year 
Award was renamed in his honor. 

A star on the diamond for Upland (Calif.) American Legion 
Post 73, Fingers grew up listening to baseball on the radio, 
and became a Los Angeles Dodgers fan after his family 
relocated from Ohio. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder with Hall of Famer Bob 
Feller - who presented his Player of the Year Award on that 
day in July 1965, with the New York Yankees and Philadelphia 
Phillies in the background preparing to play the then-annual 
Hall of Fame Game - is a moment Fingers won't forget. 

“As akid, | was amazed that others knew what | did 
outside of California. | never would have thought my playing 
baseball (in Upland) would give me an opportunity to go to 
the Hall of Fame.” 
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Fingers, who signed with the Kansas City Athletics for a 
$13,000 bonus on Christmas Eve 1964, has fond memories of 
Rulon and American Legion Baseball. 

“George was always smiling, and nice to talk with on 
the phone,” he recalls. “He handled all the paperwork in 
making my trip to Cooperstown fun. Everything about 
George was professional. The guy loved Legion Baseball like 
no one else.” 

As a September call-up during the 1968 season, Fingers 
made his Athletics debut on the road in Detroit. One of five 
pitchers who manager Bob Kennedy used in his team’s 13-0 
loss to the Tigers, Fingers was welcomed to the major 
leagues by giving up four runs in little more than one inning 
of work. His uniform was retired by both the A's and the 
Milwaukee Brewers. 

Fingers served in the Army Reserve from 1966 to 1972, and 
is proud of family members who wore the uniform, too. His 
father, George Fingers, was a staff sergeant in the Army Air 
Forces, stationed in the Philippines during World War II. His 
brother, Gordon, served with the 101st Airborne and 
received the Purple Heart in Vietnam. 

Since the creation of the American Legion Player of the 


Year Award in 1949, a dozen 


recipients have gone on to play 
in the major leagues. 


Don Laible is a freelance sports 
writer living in Ilion, N.Y. 


Hall of Famer Roland “Rollie” 
Fingers at Doubleday Field in 


Cooperstown, N.Y. 
Photo by Vi Nguyen 
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Faithand = 
Patriotism 


Genuine Diamond- 
Accented Cross 


Solid Stainless Steel 


24K lIon-plated 
Gold Accents 


Sculpted 
with Powerful 
American Icons 


MEN’S EAGLE SHIELD PENDANT 


Now is the perfect time to focus your beliefs and passion toward the 
simple yet powerful concept, “One Nation Under God.” We have been 
standing proudly to recite these words ever since we can remember, 
but do we ever stop to think what they mean? Not just words you 
say at the beginning of a school day, they’re an integral part of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Today more than ever, it’s important to make 
a powerful and personal statement of unity, patriotism and faith. 
Celebrate your equally strong affinity for God and America with our 
“One Nation Under God” Men’s Eagle Shield Pendant, an exclusive 
design that embodies everything you stand for, and it’s only available 
at The Bradford Exchange. 

The cross is a symbol of strength, reminding us of God’s sacrifice 
and His presence in our lives. The U.S. flag and American Eagle 
represent American identity and national pride. Now, these celebrated 
symbols come together in a powerful new jewelry creation that 


Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/33499 


Meaningful 
ONE NATION and patriotic 
‘oan statement 
etched on 
the back 


provides the ultimate display of protection and strength for the patriot 
who puts faith at the center of his life. Hand-crafted of durable solid 
stainless steel, the pendant features a striking design in raised relief 
that stands out with rich ion-plated 24K gold accenting around the 
cross and a genuine diamond at the center. A distinctive background 
boldly showcases the U.S. flag and the reverse side of the pendant is 
finely etched with the sentiment, “ONE NATION UNDER GOD.” A 24" 
stainless steel chain completes the meaningful look. 


A -DIBLE VALUE... ORDER TO 
This patriotic pendant is a remarkable value at just $99.99*, and you 
can pay for it in 3 easy installments of $33.33. It arrives in a velvet 
jewelry pouch and gift box with a Bradford Exchange Certificate of 
Authenticity. To reserve yours, backed by our 120-day guarantee, send 
no money now; just mail in the Priority Reservation today! 


Connect with Us! 


©2020 The Bradford Exchange 01-33499-001-BI 


Uniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours. 


PRIORITY RESERVATION 


LIMITED-TIME OFFER 


Reservations will be 
accepted on a first-come, 
first served basis. So 


SEND NO MONEY NOW 


The Bradford Exchange 


9333 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, Illinois 60714-1393 U.S.A. 


Signature ee 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 


Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 


please respond as soonas = WES, Please reserve the “One Nation Under God” Men’s 


possible to reserve 
your pendant. 


*Plus a total of $9.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of 
your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 


Eagle Shield Pendant for me as described in this announcement. 


City State Zip 


E-Mail (Optional) 
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National 
Commander Bill 
Oxford gives his 
testimony from 
Interface Media 
Group in 
Washington, D.C. 


Photo by Ben Mikesell 


Oxford shares Legion’s 
agenda with Congress 


This year’s American Legion Washington Conference was 
conducted almost entirely virtually, with National 
Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford providing testimony 
from a studio for members of the House and Senate 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs on March 4. 

He described how members of the American Legion 
Family responded during the first few months of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, conducting thousands of successful 
Buddy Checks and making a record number of blood 
donations to the American Red Cross. And when face masks 
and other personal protective gear were in short supply, 
“the American Legion Family found them, made them, 
raised money to buy them for others, and distributed them 
wherever they were needed - in the hundreds of 
thousands,” he said. 

While those efforts didn’t replace the Legion’s priorities in 
Washington, they amplified them, Oxford added. He then 
outlined the organization's legislative agenda, including: 

« Reintroduction of the Buddy Check Week Bill of 2020 to 
designate one week a year for VA as a time for “laser-focused 
peer-wellness outreach.” 

+ Government accountability for toxic exposure during 
military service. 

+ Elimination of the 90-10 loophole that allows for-profit 
colleges to take advantage of veterans using the Gl Bill. 

« Reopening the pathway to U.S. citizenship for immigrants 
who serve in the armed forces. 

+ Protecting members of the Coast Guard in the event of 
government shutdown. 

+ Insisting the federal government reduce its dependence 
on foreign suppliers. 

- Arenewed call for a constitutional amendment that would 
allow states to pass and enforce laws to protect the U.S. flag 
from deliberate acts of desecration. 


44 —THEAMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2021 


Working veterans who earn less than $31,000 

a year, according to AFL-CIO president Richard 
Trumka, who was keynote speaker at the virtual Veterans 
Education & Employment Commission meeting March 1. 
Discussion focused on servicemembers’ transition to the 
civilian workforce and other topics. 


“Doctors, nurses and other health-care workers 
have answered the call of duty for more than a 
year against this deadly enemy. They have 
demonstrated courage. They have learned new 
techniques and equipment in real time. They 
have made a difference in the lives of millions 
of Americans.” 


National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford, 
naming VA health-care workers and physicians 
as recipients of the 2020 Health Care Providers 

and Physicians of the Year awards. The honors 
usually go to individuals. 


NATIONAL GUARD 
HIGHLIGHTS WORK AT 
HOME AND ABROAD 


Maj. Gen. William J. 
Walker, commanding 
general of the District of 
Columbia National Guard, 
spoke during the virtual 
National Security 
Commission meeting about 
the Guard's work 
throughout the pandemic. 

“We've had some of the 
most challenging times in 
my coming-on-40 years of being in the National Guard,” 
Walker told the Legionnaires. Its current mission is 
supporting the White House’s push to get Americans 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 

Brig. Gen. Aaron Dean, the Guard's adjutant general, 
briefed Legionnaires on the State Partnership Program 
(SPP), which connects a state’s National Guard 
component with equivalent partners in other countries. 
These arrangements have built mutually beneficial 
relationships around the world and currently include 
89 allied nations. 


Maj. Gen. William J. Walker 


Wikimedia Commons 


CATCH UP ON CONFERENCE ACTION 
Watch videos from commission meetings, 
Commander Oxford's testimony and more: 
“\ legion.org/washingtonconference 


Finally... a better mobility solution 
than Scooters or Power Chairs. 


The Zoomer’s versatile 
design and 1-touch joystick 
operation brings mobility and 
independence to those who 
need it most. 


If you have mobility issues, or know someone who 
does, then you’ve experienced the difficulties faced by 
millions of Americans. Once simple tasks like getting 
from the bedroom to the kitchen can become a time- 
consuming and potentially dangerous ordeal. You may 
have tried to solve the problem with a power chair or a 
scooter but neither is ideal. Power chairs are bulky and 
look like a medical device. Scooters are either unstable 
or hard to maneuver. Now, there’s a better alternative... 
the Zoomer. 


My Zoomer is a delight to ride! It has increased 
my mobility in my apartment, my opportunities to 
enjoy the-out-of-doors, and enabled me to visit the 
homes of my children for longer periods of time. 
The various speeds of it match my need for safety, 
it is easy to turn, and |! am most pleased with the 
freedom of movement it gives me. 


Sincerely, A. Macon, Williamsburg, VA 


After just one trip around your home in the Zoomer, 
you'll marvel at how easy it is to navigate. It is designed 
to maneuver in tight spaces like doorways, between 
furniture, and around corners. It can go over thresholds 
and works great on any kind of floor or carpet. It’s 
not bulky or cumbersome, so it can roll right up to a 


Zoomer conveniently rolls 
beneath table or desk 


Easy to use 
joystick control 


a 


Sturdy & 
Lightweight 
Frame 


Joystick Control 
(adaptable left or right) 


a 


Comfortable 
Seating 


\ Powerful Battery/ 


IN Dual Motors 
Swivel Away 


Footrest 


table or desk- there’s 
no need to transfer to 
a chair. Its sturdy yet 
lightweight aluminum frame makes it durable and 
comfortable. It’s dual motors power it at up to 3.7 miles 
per hour and its automatic electromagnetic brakes stop 
onadime. The rechargeable battery powers it for up to 
8 miles on a single charge. Plus, it’s exclusive foldable 
design enables you to transport it easily and even store 
it in a closet or under a bed when it’s not in use. 


12” 


a2 


Folds to 12” in seconds 


Why spend another day letting mobility issues hamper 
your lifestyle? Call now and find out how you can have 
your very own Zoomer. 


25” turning radius 


(Zoomer). 


““—_ 


A 


50” turning radius 
(average scooter) 
<a 


ae 


Ready to get your own Zoomer? We’d love to talk to you. 


Call now toll free and order one today! 1-888-385-0973 


Please mention code 114627 when ordering. 


The Zoomer Chair is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor a wheelchair. Zoomer is not intended for medical purposes to 
provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2020 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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YOUTH 


Boys Nation senator's bill becomes part of NDAA 


Legislation introduced at 
American Legion Boys Nation is 
now law, as part of the 2021 
National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA). 

Nathan Wang attended the 2019 
Boys Nation following his election 
as governor of New York Boys State 
that summer. Participants from 49 
states and the District of Columbia 
join their counterparts from 
American Legion Auxiliary Girls 
Nation in meeting their representatives on Capitol Hill. The 
senators also pass along bills they've worked on as part of the 
program. 

Wang says he didn’t expect his legislation to get attention, 
but it inspired the Artificial Intelligence Education Act, which 
will “fund the creation of easily accessible K-12 lesson plans for 
schools and educators to provide students with the tools, 
skills and social understanding of artificial intelligence (Al) 
technologies,” according to co-sponsors Reps. Paul Tonko, 
D-N.LY., and Guy Reschenthaler, R-Pa. 

Wang left a copy of his bill at Tonko’s office. A month later, 
one of Tonko’s aides called to set up a meeting to discuss the 
bill, to his surprise. 
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“| came to Boys State challenging 
myself to communicate these novel 
scientific ideas to my peers without 
diluting their meaning,” said Wang, 
who is studying biomedical 
engineering and applied 
mathematics at Johns Hopkins. 

“| reminded my audience that 
work we did at Boys State would go 
to the New York State Legislature. 
| didn’t treat Boys State as merely 
an exercise in government, because 
| had a very clear goal in mind. Continuing to Boys Nation was 
an obvious choice, for the opportunity to interact with 
legislators and its strong reputation.” 

Wang is working with the National Academy of Inventors on 
an open letter to Congress that can be signed by U.S. 
scientists or educators to support Al education. 

“In the long term, | believe public service is only meaningful 
if you can bring expertise in a different field to office,” he said. 
“Thus, before | even consider any elected position, my primary 
focus will be on making breakthroughs in science. Specifically, 
lam excited about uncovering the neural mechanisms that 
can inspire the next generation of Al algorithms.” 

— Andy Proffet 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


A solemn centennial 


One hundred years ago, tens of thousands of American troops who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the Great War returned home. In all, more than 40,000 of the 
fallen arrived by ship in New York Harbor and were then transferred to burial sites 
of their families’ choosing. 

This month, a special event called Homecoming '21 will commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the return of the nation’s World War | fallen. On May 23, the 
American Legion departments of New York and New Jersey will participate in 
ceremonies in their respective states, along with Gold Star Mothers and the 
National Cemetery Administration. 

The ceremonies will focus on the return of the Army transport ship Wheaton, 
which carried the bodies of 5,169 U.S. servicemembers from Cherbourg, France, 
and Antwerp, Belgium. The war dead came from each of the 48 states, Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico. They represented almost every unit in the American Expeditionary 
Forces, and included women, minorities and immigrants. The ship arrived in New 
York Harbor and docked in Hoboken, N.J, on May 18, 1921. 

“The goal of this commemoration is not only to remember the sacrifice of the 
World War | generation and their families, but to remind Americans of our shared 
history of service and loss,” says Ryan Hegg, one of the event's organizers. 

American Legion posts nationwide are encouraged to honor local World War | 
heroes who returned home on Wheaton in conjunction with the May 23 ceremony, 
or as part of their Memorial Day activities. In fact, many American Legion posts 
may be named for some of these fallen servicemembers. 

Go to wwIhomecoming21.org for a database that includes the names and 
locations of the 5,169 fallen. 


— Henry Howard 


Ly AMERICA’S 


#1 STAIRLIFT BRAND 


AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS THE 
PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: 


v Arthritis/COPD sufferers 


ACOR 


v Those with mobility issues 


v¥ Anyone who hurts using the stairs 


AND SAVE! 1-866"°695°5426 


models. O 


TO GOLD RATIO LNG 
$35,330 PER OUNCE “3 


usdebtclock.org FREE ) 
‘ 


If this becomes reality, 2 
each $5 Liberty would be worth 


$5 Gold Liberty 


Paramount R.C.C., L.L.C. * www.paramountrec.com * 230 Country Lane Dr. ¢ Lumberton, TX 77657 


» ™ OONGC Pers GCE) Ayicta £) NRA *i2: Feaalal 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 8 ‘The Business of Freedom, 


ceRTIneD COM EXCHANGE 


We reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time. Coins shown not actual size. 
V#ALPR0521 


car to help 
veterans 


It’s easy, free and tax-deductible. 


Call (844-453-4466) 
or visit legion.org/donate/auto 


Schedule your and 
convenient pick-up 


Receive a donation receipt 
for your gift 


RAPID FIRE 
EDUCATION 
Dropping a class? Know changes in 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits responsibility 
MY GI BILL Q: /am enrolled ina Bachelor of Science biology degree program. 
While | was registered at the college, the Post-9/11 GI Bill paid my 
y J . tuition and fees. !am a disabled veteran and suffer from PTSD. 
There are a few times | have had to drop from a semester due to my 
illness. When I have dropped courses, VA has sent me a debt letter 
j i for my tuition and fees. However, when | provided documentation 
regarding my illness, VA forgave my debt. | had to drop classes 
BY setRE ceace again in March, but this time | received a debt letter from the 
university. lam uncertain why the school sent me the bill since 
VA paid my tuition. 
A: The method has changed by which VA processes tuition and fee debts when a 
student drops or terminates enrollment in a school. According to Public Law 116-315, 
schools will now be financially responsible for benefits paid under the Post-9/11 
Gl Bill tuition and fees. When students drop their classes, VA will send a debt letter 
to the school. In turn, the school will send students a debt letter for any tuition 
debt. If a student drops or terminates one or more courses, he or she should 
provide the school a “mitigating circumstances” letter regarding the student's 
illness or reasons as to why he or she needed to drop the course(s). That way, the 
school may report the student’s rationale to VA, which may offset some of the debt. 
Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion Post 27 in 
Apache Junction, Ariz. askvalerie@legion.org 


A FOUNDATIOD HOPE 


— Jegion.org/donate 


IF YOU'RE A VETERAN WEARING 
ADULT DIAPERS TO CONTROL 


URINARY INCONTINENCE, YOU 
ARE NOT ALONE 


Did you know that 18% or almost 


twice as many men with military t yy 
service experience urinary ae Rees “SY = 
bd xl 
incontinence? 7 oe 
¥ 100% ¥ 

i : x \e 
If you're a veteran looking for NY) 4 
urinary incontinence solutions a 


for daily leaks or as a result of an 

injury while serving our country, 

Men's Liberty™ can help you get out of 
absorbent products, condom catheters or 
pads and start living your life without letting 
incontinence get in your way. 


1 can keep doing what! want to do, without having to worry about running to 
the bathroom or changing my clothes. It'saGodsend. |§ —Johnin Michigan 


Confidence. Regain your freedom & mobility. 


Men's Liberty is a life-changing solution. One unit keeps you dry for up to 
24 hours. This patented and proprietary external collection device for men 
ends dependency on adult absorbent briefs, pads and condom catheters — 
making embarrassing accidents a thing of the past! 
Dependable - more than 5 million have been used. 
Until Men’s Liberty, men with urinary incontinence faced only uncomfortable 
choices. Men's Liberty will keep you dry and comfortable both day and night. 
Comfortable - discreet, non-invasive. 


Men's Liberty is external and non-invasive. The proprietary design fits most 
anatomy and flexes as you move. One unit will keep you dry day and night. 


Affordable - available to most for little to no out-of-pocket cost.** 


Adult diapers can cost up to $200 a month when used regularly. Men’s 
Liberty is covered by Medicare, VA/TriCare and over 3,000 insurance plans. We 
handle all paperwork, claims and billing your insurance or Medicare provider. 
If you're ready to save thousands of dollars a year, get your insurance card 
and give us a call today. 


Call Today and Receive a Free Week's Supply” 
with your First Order! promo code: AMLO521 


1-833-501-7581 
Men's | > 


www.MensLiberty.com/AL2021 MADE IN USA 


*Free weeks supply is shipped after your first full order and requires a doctor's authorization and qualification. **Patient is 
responsible for payments not made by Medicare or Insurance including co-pays and deductibles. Some restrictions and 
conditions apply. 


ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME - 
WASHINGTON, D.C. & GULFPORT MISS. 


Weleoming falisted and 
Nongitmissioned vermis!) 
_ 


Affordable 
Independent 
Living for 
Eligible Veterans 


Offering superb medical programs, 

healthy meals, fun activities. Enjoy 

the camaraderie and security you 
deserve! 


Call 800.422.9988 
admissions@afrh.gov 


Trouble 
Hearing? 


Get no-cost captioning. 


G CaptionCall 


Learn More: Promo Code: 


CaptionCall.com/vet 
or 1-877-872-7260 Talk 


TO USE CAPTIONCALL, YOU MUST HAVE 
HEARING LOSS THAT NECESSITATES THE USE 

OF CAPTIONED PHONE SERVICE. CaptionCall is 
available in the United States ONLY. FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITS 
ANYONE BUT REGISTERED USERS WITH HEARING LOSS FROM 
USING INTERNET PROTOCOL (IP) CAPTIONED TELEPHONES 
WITH THE CAPTIONS TURNED ON. IP Captioned Telephone 
Service may use a live operator. The operator generates 
captions of what the other party says. These captions are then 
sent to your phone. There is a cost for each minute of captions 
generated, paid from a federally administered fund. No costs 
are passed along to individuals who qualify for the service. 
The CaptionCall phone remains property of CaptionCall in 
order to provide ongoing support, service, and upgrades. 


BIG SAVINGS! 


The World’s Most 


The Original 1964 Kennedy Silver Half Dollar 


Just $16.95 


This first year 1964 Kennedy silver 
half dollar remains the most widely 
collected single coin issue in all of 
history. Now nearly six decades old, it 
proved to be the only 90% silver date in 
the continuing series. Pristine Brilliant 
Uncirculated quality. Our choice of 
mintmark. Reg. $35. NOW JUST: 
$16.95 (#49881). NO ON-APPROVAL 
COINS SENT; NO CLUBS TO JOIN. 
30-Day No-Risk Guarantee. 
International Coins & Currency 

62 Ridge St, Dept. N5951, Montpelier, VT 05602 


1-800-451-4463 
www.iccoin.com/n5951 
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MEDIA 
Tango Alpha Lima podcast hosts 
name favorite episodes 


As The American Legion's Tango Alpha Lima podcast 
celebrates its first anniversary, we asked the hosts to mark 
the occasion by naming their favorite episodes. With nearly 
50 episodes recorded and published in the past year, there 
were many great moments from which to choose. To review 
any or all of the podcasts, visit legion.org/tangoalphalima. 


Mark Seavey, Episode 45: American Legion Birthday with 
guest Jeff Stoffer 

“My favorite podcast so far was also the easiest to record because we were doing 
it with American Legion Magazine editor Jeff Stoffer, who in addition to being my 
former boss for 10 years is also my best friend. Having worked for the Legion for 
almost 25 years, it is always amazing to me how many stories there are about the 
Legion, and people just don’t know them as well as they ought. But Jeff knows all 
the stories. For me, serving in an Army unit with a legacy dating back to the Civil 
War represents how important history is to me.” 


Jeff Daly, Episode 9: Race and Law Enforcement 

“This was an episode where we took on the technical challenges of having three 
guests, and it was worth it because each one of them brought immeasurable value 
to the conversation. Autrey James, Hugh Crooks and Sean Powers each contributed 
in such a way that | can’t imagine the episode without each of them. Most 
important to me was the fact that we had this conversation at all.” 


Ashley Gorbulja-Maldonado, Episode 41: Moral Injury with guest 
David Fisher, and Episode 35: Student Veterans with guest Jared Lyon 


Make Stumps Disappear! 
Grinder 


e Grind away stumps fast 


e Tungsten carbide-tipped teeth 


e Rotary head takes 360 
“bites” per second 


e Self-propelled 
available 


Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 
foreign parts. 


DRstumpgrinder.com 


FREE Catalog! 
Call Toll-Free 
888-208-5806 


“Why a tie? |am an advocate for education and mental health. These topics and 
interviews exposed many thoughts, views, opinions and how we perceive the 
transition. If you are a veteran seeking an enlightening conversation from boots to 
books or trauma to triumph, these two episodes are must-listens.” 


Each episode of Tango Alpha Lima is released by 9 a.m. Eastern on Tuesdays. For 
access to each episode when it’s published, subscribe via iTunes, Spotify, Stitcher 
and other podcast-hosting sites. You can also subscribe to the Tango Alpha Lima 
e-newsletter, which contains links to new episodes. 

— Henry Howard 


& legion.org/tangoalphalima 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Mapping malign activities 
The German Marshall Fund has created 
an interactive online tool that catalogs 
efforts by the Russian and Chinese 
governments to undermine democracy in 
more than 40 countries since 2000. The 
malign actions are categorized under five 
broad headings: information manipulation, 
cyber operations, malign finance, civil 
society subversion and economic coercion. 
So far, the online tool has tallied 116 of 
these attacks targeting the United States, 31 targeting Germany, 25 targeting 
Britain, 20 targeting Canada, and dozens more targeting other countries. Find out 
more about the nature and number of these attacks at securingdemocracy. 
gmfus.org. 


Media Bakery 


Weird Herb Shocks Doctors 
With Relief of Leg and Feet Pain, 
Burning, Tingling, Numbness 


6 clinical studies show it is effective. Lost but now re-discovered. 
Thousands of new users report amazing relief from leg and feet 
problems in just 30 to 90 days - with no side effects. Available in 


all 50 states without a prescription. 


A re-discovery from the 1600s is caus- 
ing a frenzy within the medical system. A 
weird herb has been shown in six clinical 
studies (and by thousands of users) to be 
very effective for leg and feet pain, burn- 
ing and numbness - with no side effects 
- at low cost - and with no doctor visit or 
prescription needed. 


This weird herb comes from a 12-foot 
tall tree that grows in Greece and other 
countries in Europe. In the old days, peo- 
ple noticed that when their horses who 
had leg and feet problems ate this herb - 
it was almost like magic how quickly their 
problems got much better. They called 
it the “horse herb”. Then somehow with 
Europe’s ongoing wars, this herbal secret 
got lost in time. 


“It works for people who've tried many 
other treatments before with little or no 
success. Other doctors and I are shocked 
at how effective it is. It has created a lot 
of excitement” says Dr. Ryan Shelton, N.D. 


Its active ingredient has been put into 
pill form and improved. It is being offered 
in the United States under the brand 
name Neuroflo. 


WHY ALL THIS EXCITEMENT? 


Researchers have found an herb orig- 
inally from Greece that has been shown 
in six placebo-controlled medical stud- 
ies (543 participants) to be effective and 
safe. This natural compound strengthens 
blood vessel walls and reduces swelling 
to stop the pain and suffering. 


Poor blood flow in the legs and feet is 
one of the common problems that devel- 
ops as we age. Millions of Americans suf- 
fer from neuropathy and chronic venous 
insufficiency (CVI), edema, and other leg/ 
feet problems - millions have these but 
are undiagnosed. 


Today’s treatments don’t work for a 
high percentage of people - and they have 
side effects that make them hard to tol- 
erate or that people do not want to risk. 
This includes prescription drugs, over the 
counter pain pills, surgery and compres- 
sion. 


Already popular in Europe, this natu- 
ral herb (horse chestnut seed extract) is 
taking America by storm since it was an- 
nounced last week. 


Advertisement 


HOW IT WORKS 


Here’s why you have pain now: 
Your arteries have weakened. 
Your arteries can’t carry enough 
blood, nutrients and oxygen 
down to your legs and feet. This 
damages your nerves and causes 
your burning, tingling and numb- 
ness. 

The herbs in the pill Neuroflo strength- 
en your arteries that carry blood, nutri- 
ents and oxygen to your feet and legs. It 
improves your circulation so oxygenated 
blood goes to the nerves and repairs them. 
This makes your nerves grow stronger so 
your pain fades away and your legs and 
feet feel much younger again. 


Until now, scientists could not combine 
these herbs into one pill without losing 
their full potency, but finally, they have 
succeeded. 


Katerina King from Murrieta, California 
says, “I had hands and feet tingling and 
snapping and burning feeling. It made 
my life very uncomfortable. I had a hard 
time walking, my legs felt like they each 
weighed 50 pounds. Once I got in my car 
and my feet felt so heavy I couldn’t even 
drive the car. With Neuroflo I have no 
more tingling, cold or burning painful legs 
and feet. It went away.” 


WHAT DOCTORS ARE SAYING 


“Now I finally have a natural solution I 
can recommend to my patients who suffer 
from leg and feet problems and pain. I’m 
delighted because previous treatments 
were not effective, but Neuroflo has 
worked for every one of my patients with 
no side effects” says Dr. Eric Wood, N.D. 


Dr. Ryan Shelton, N.D. says “This is 
new and different. It works for people 
who've tried many other things before. It 
is natural with no side effects. Don’t give 
up hope for your leg and 
feet pain, burning, tin- 
gling and numbing. This 

. pill is working for count- 

~ less people after other 
treatments have failed 
them. I highly recom- 
mend it.” 


AND FEET PROBLEM 


SOLUTION: In Greece in the 1600s, this herb was 
originally called “horse herb” because it was fed to 
horses with ailing legs. It has now been re-discovered 
and is giving soothing comfort to Americans who have 
leg and feet pain, burning, tingling and numbness. 


“Neuroflo is a terrific choice for people 
with leg and feet issues. The clinical tri- 
als in support of this herb show it is very 
effective for safe and fast relief,’ said Dr 
Wood, a Harvard trained doctor who has 
appeared on award winning TV shows. 


Now you can get a good night’s sleep 
- peaceful, restful sleep - with no pain, 
tingling, zinging, itching or zapping. Im- 
prove your balance and coordination. No 
side effects - safe to take with other medi- 
cations. Enjoy your favorite activities and 
hobbies again. Be more active, have more 
fun, enjoy life more. Don’t risk damage to 
your feet and hands. Don’t let it get dan- 
gerously worse. 


Neuroflo is GUARANTEED to work for 
you - or you will get full refund with a 90- 
day unconditional money-back guaran- 
tee. Itis NOT sold in stores. No prescrip- 
tion or doctor visit is required. 


UP TO 50% OFF FOR THE 
NEXT 10 DAYS 


This is the official release of Neuroflo in 
the state. Therefore, everyone who calls 
within the next 10 days will receive up 
to 50% OFF their first order. A toll-free 
hotline number has been set up for local 
readers to call for up to 50% OFF savings. 
The number will be open starting at 7:00 
am today and only for the next 10 days. 


All you have to do is CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-515-9986 and provide the oper- 
ator with the special discount approval 
code: NEF158. 


Important: Due to Neuroflo’s popularity 
and recent media exposure on ABC, CBS 
and FOX NEWS, phone lines are often 
busy. If you call and do not get through 
immediately, please be patient and call 
back. Those who miss the 10 day dead- 
line for up to 50% OFF will have to pay 
more for Neuroflo. 


These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. Results based upon averages. If you have a medical condition 
or are taking pharmaceutical drugs, consult your doctor before use. Models are used in all photos to protect privacy. All doctors were remunerated for their endorsement. All studies performed were independent and third party. 


Photo courtesy Eagle ViewRY Resort 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 


I've always told my kids to follow 
their gut feelings and do what they 
think is right, regardless of what their 
friends and peers are doing. 

That’s not always the best advice, 
though. A lot of folks out there are 
doing some smart stuff financially. 
Recently, | read “How America 
Invests,” a paper from the investment 
management giant Vanguard. It looked at affluent investor 
households — those with $500,000 of Vanguard-held 
investments outside any sort of company retirement plan. 
This group of roughly 800,000 investors seems to be doing 
something right. 

After | dug into the details of the report, it was clear to me 
that we can learn quite a bit from these investors’ choices. 
Here are six takeaways: 

"= Affluent investors held roughly 20% of their stocks in 
companies outside the United States. It can be easy to stick 
with what we know. Your portfolio may reveal a home- 
country bias. Unfortunately, ignoring the rest of the world 

can result in a lack of diversification and missed opportunities 
for potentially bigger returns. 

= At every age, these investors used stocks as along-term 
approach. Even those in the 55-to-64 age group retained a 
robust portfolio of stocks - 65% — in their portfolios, 
considering them a key component. Yes, stocks are a 
long-term choice and not right for every situation or goal, but 
historically they have outpaced inflation. That alone could 
make them an evergreen holding in yours. 

= They aren’t making big bets on single companies. With 
all the headlines regarding huge returns of one security or 
another, it can be tempting to make a bet ona single 
company. The data from these investors indicates they 
haven't succumbed to this particular temptation. The average 
allocation to a single individual security was around 5%. 


FOCUS ON 
FINANCES 


Yow. 


$ 


NATIONAL CONVENTION 


Phoenix-area RV parks 


If you prefer your own home-away-from- 
home on your trip to the 102nd National 
Convention in Phoenix in August, you have 
options for your RV: 


Eagle View RV Resort at Fort McDowell 
9605 N. Fort McDowell Road, Fort McDowell, AZ 85264 
(480) 789-5310, eagleview@fmyn.com 
eagleviewrvresort.com 


Palm Creek Golf & RV Resort 
1110 N. Henness Road, Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
(520) 421-7000, palmcreekgolf.com 
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While these investors may not see their portfolios quadruple 
in the very short term, they seemed to be positioned for the 
long haul and are avoiding the specific risk associated with 
putting all their eggs in one company’s basket. 
= They are mindful of the tax man. In these investors’ 
portfolios, the allocation to fixed-income or bond 
investments within traditional IRAs was nearly twice that of 
allocation to those same income-producing investments in 
Roth IRAs. This group is cognizant that location of 
investments matters. The potential to grow an account 
tax-free may have tilted their choice of assets in Roth 
accounts. 
= They aren’t day trading. In recent months, we've read a 
lot about the uptick in day traders. While that approach might 
work for some (and certainly won't for others), this group of 
investors is taking a more staid and proven approach. Over 
the five-year period surveyed, roughly 70% of these investors 
traded fewer than six days a year. 
= These investors are not swayed by headlines. If ever 
there was a testing time for investors, it was early last year. 
The onset of the pandemic, turbulent markets and general 
uncertainty combined to make things difficult. Not 
surprisingly, the investors surveyed didn’t let the noise deter 
them. In fact, the stocks in their portfolios remained stable 
from December 2019 to June 2020. It doesn’t appear that 
headlines of the day were translating to potential investment 
missteps. They kept their emotions in check. Furthermore, the 
average equity allocation remained nearly constant. 

I’m not saying it’s wise to follow the crowd, but in this case, 
there are some valuable lessons to be learned from how this 
group of households is handling finances. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion’s preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 


& legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


SCOOTER RENTALS (advanced reservations required) 

Valley Medical Supplies 

Standard scooters up to 400 Ibs. ($75 for 1-7 days); heavy-duty scooters 
up to 500 Ibs. ($115 for 1-7 days); $25 one-time delivery/pickup fee 
(602) 900-5246, rrd@copperstarmedical.com 


One Stop Mobility 

Standard scooters up to 300 Ibs. ($149 for 1-3 days, $165 for 4-7 days); 
heavy-duty scooters up to 400 Ibs; ($175 for 1-5 days, $185 for 6 days, 
$199 for 7 days); delivery fee included 

(888) 493-0509, onestopmobility.com/phoenix-az 
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THE MOST COMMON QUESTION POSED TO ME BY MEN: 


Male Enhancement Pills... 
Do They Really Work? 


Well, unfortunately, there are not many Natural Male 
Dr. Steffanie Seaver PSY.D Enhancement products that live up to their hype, but 
Researcher, Author, one of my readers recently emailed me about a new 
Accomplished Public Speaker pill that blew his (and his partner's) mind. After a 


little research on my end, | feel compelled to share this 
pe Sper with the rest of my subscribers. Please read on... 


TO: Seaver, Steffanie 
Red Hot Pill Partner Reaction Challenge 


Dear Steffanie, 
| recently received a sample for a new male enhancement product, 

, in the mail. I've tried a few of these natural alternatives (not that | have a real 
problem) and I'm a relatively healthy male - but what guy WOULDN'T want an extra boost 
every now and then with that special someone? Well, most of the time, results from these 
products are somewhat underwhelming, but the moment | received this sample, | knew 
something was definitely different! First, this pill is , actually a sort of luscious red that 
you don't ordinarily see. Second, and more importantly, the sample came with an interesting 
letter from the manufacturer. The letter didn't make any ridiculous claims of how many inches 
| was going to gain, but it did make a rather bold statement that | could not get out of my 
head, one that intrigued me to the point | had no choice but to try this new red pill. Here's what 


the letter said, verbatim: CLINICALLY TESTED SYSTEM 

DOCTOR RECOMMENDED 

" |. take our "Partner Reaction" Challenge, simply use this FREE sample 30 minutes A CLINICAL TRIAL ON 

prior to engaging in sexual activity and TAKE NOTE OF YOUR PART-NER'S REACTION! Maxoderm Power Surge’s 

That's correct, don't believe our rhetoric, let your partner's reaction tell the real story - total activation system 

we CHALLENGE your partner NOT to show a reaction to the drastic difference in your revealed you will feel a 

performance. We're so sure that you're going to agree, we're GIVING AWAY A FREE 3 difference with your very 

MONTH SUPPLY to the best testimonials we receive. Simply send us a paragraph or FIRST PILL! 


two describing your partner's reaction to your newfound prowess. We'll post the best 
descriptions we receive to our website (so keep them "clean"), and if yours is one of them, 
we'll send youa full 3 MONTH SUPPLY absolutely FREE! caiipersonal info will be kept confidential) ON-DEMAND 


e 
| couldn't believe it - these guys were so confident in their product, they were literally saying MY MAXODERM’ 


PARTNER WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO CONTAIN HER REACTION to the distinct difference in 
my performance. THAT'S BOLD! I mean, jeez, it's one thing to - take this pill today, ONE TIME, 
on your very FIRST TIME trying it, and watch how your partner reacts? | was compelled to try 


just for the pure principle of it. P > 
Steffanie, all | can say is, they weren't kidding. | didn't tell my wife | was trying it. Literally, E POWER 

in the middle of our "experience," she stopped me and said, "Ok what's going on, what did 8 ai 
you take ..." -I couldn't believe it! They were right! She couldn't help but to react! Steffanie, i = 
you have to find out more about this Now, every time my wife and | are == 


intimate, she asks me, "Did you take the pill?" - it's crazy but | had to order a 3 month supply! 
She won't let me go without it! 


In fact, here's the phone number for your readers: , or they can go to a Ps te 
to check it out. If they call today, they may still be able to get the ay aed Aiur dst ty 
with their order like | did. RIGHT NOW. 


To geta FREE SUPPLY 


disease. Individual results may vary. The pen name Steffanie Seaver is used for privacy purposes. All credentials are actual With today’s order! 
By opting-in you agree to receive updates/promos/information via phone, text, or email from Labyrinthe Labs or associates. 


These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat,cure or prevent any 


COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 


The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 


will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


20th Ftr Wing Assn, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/8-11, Ron Obernier, (618) 540-9014, balool1000@ 
yahoo.com; 31st TFW (Tuy Hoa AB), Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 9/9-12, George Bontya, (843) 651-9519, 
nantkit@aol.com; 435th OMS Enroute Mx 
Section (Rhein-Main AB, Germany), O'Fallon, IL, 
10/6-10, Stanley Miller, (910) 922-4383, flymiller@ 
mindspring.com; Class 71-06 Columbus AFB 
50-Year Reunion, Columbus, MS, 10/22-24, 

Scott Hein, (928) 710-3573, scotthein@msn.com; 
Mobile Aerial Port Sqdn (MAPS), Wheeling, WV, 
7/23-25, Mark Bishop, (304) 280-2648, abishone@ 
comcast.net; Nuclear Wpns Technician Assn 
(NWTA), Tucson, AZ, 9/16-18, Janice Miller, (325) 
650-1854, garjans@suddenlink.net; Ramey AFB 
Historical Assn, Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, 5/18-22, 
Joyce Lanier, (309) 698-9695, mrzip@mtco.com 


ARMY 


1/52 & 7/6 (Bamberg, Germany, 1972-1990), 
San Antonio, 11/10-14, William Burt, (507) 696- 
8429, Imjwrb@msn.com; 3rd Bde 82nd Abn Div 
(Vietnam), Pittsburgh, 9/8-12, Richard O’Hare 
(804) 338-8222, gbc82abnvn@aol.com; 5th Bn 
42nd FA (Vietnam, 1967-1972), Las Vegas, 10/14- 
17, Dallas Landrem, (575) 635-8083, slandrem@ 
aol.com; 8th Army Korea (All Divisions & Units), 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/13-15, Daniel McPharlin, (925) 
308-4337, koreacoldwarveteran@gmail.com; 14th 
Cav, Crystal City, VA, 9/1-5, Jim Dunivan, (913) 
364-4107, president@14cav.org; 31st Cbt Eng 

Bn (Vietnam), St. Roberts, MO, 9/29-10/2, Phil 
Douglas, (573) 336-3355 p47douglas@comcast. 
net; 39th Cbt Eng Bn, Dayton, OH, 9/29-10/2, 
William Ray, (817) 239-0787, bill39th@sbcglobal. 
net; 77th FA Rgt, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/16-20, 
John Moran, (937) 361-1333, johnjanmoran@woh. 
rr.com; 88th Trans Co (An Khe, Vietnam), La 
Porte, IN, 5/13-16, Butch Weston, (219) 363-5374, 
rhonda_weston@yahoo.com; 101st Abn Div 
Vietnam Vets, Branson, MO, 8/25-29, Ron Long, 


LEGION SHOPPER 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 
FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 
CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 
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Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 


“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


(310) 977-4253, ronlong71@msn.com; 101st MP 
Co 101st Abn Div (1944-2004), Oak Grove/Fort 
Campbell, KY, 10/15-17, Ron Peck, (989) 529-0028, 
ron.peck2021@outlook.com; 121st Avn Assn - 
121st Avn Co, 121st AHC, 93rd Trans Co (Soc 
Trang Tigers and Vikings), 80th Trans Det 
(Avn Maint) & Attached and Supporting Units 
(Da Nang & Soc Trang, Vietnam), Columbus, 
GA, 9/16-18, John Schmied, (352) 633-0541, 
johndschmied@yahoo.com; 213th ASHC “Black 
Cats of Phu Loi,” Omaha, NE, 9/19-24, Larry 
Brockman, (402) 499-9119, brocky287@gmail.com; 
566th Trans Co, Pigeon Forge, TN, 4/27-5/2, Hoss 
Taylor, (904) 335-7402, vietnam566th@yahoo. 
com; D Co 3/21 “Gimlets,” 196th LIB Americal 
Div (Jan 1970-Nov 1971), Nashville, TN, 11/7-10, 
Dennis Whittaker, (408) 255-8527, denwhittak@ 
aol.com; Grumman OV-1 Mohawk Aircraft, New 
Orleans, 9/15-18, Paul Jacobsen, (763) 493-2428, 
pej@reagan.com; Old Guard Assn (3rd Inf 

Rgt), Arlington, VA, 9/15-19, Mike Winter, (619) 
571-7204, theoldguardassociation@gmail.com; 
Ranger Muster/Rendezvous, Columbus/Fort 
Benning, GA, 7/19-23, Joey King, (615) 485-1616, 
joey.king@ranger.org 


JOINT 


Annual Pleiku AB & Surrounding Area, 
Hershey, PA, 9/12-17, Ron Chromulak, (412) 
515-7247, ronlbev@comcast.net; Korea Defense 
Vets, Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/13-15, Dan Mcpharlin, 
(925) 308-4337, crmurphy0714@gmail.com; 
Ogden LPD 5, Reno, NV, 9/27-30, Mark Stephens, 
(570) 640-1094, ussogdenlpd5@gmail.com 


MARINES 


2nd Bn 4th Mar, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 8/4-8, Pete 
Gannon, (954) 648-7887, diverplus@aol.com; 5th 
Mar Div, Arlington, TX, 5/12-16, Tom Huffhines, 
(813) 810-4241, thuffhinesfmdareunion@gmail. 
com; 38th & 39th OCC/TBS (Mar-Apr 1966), Las 
Vegas, 10/25-28, Jack Sheehan, (401) 255-0387, 


memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


jacksheehanjtown@me.com; A Co 1/26 (1968- 
1969), Quantico, VA, 10/13-16, Dennis Buschle, 
(315) 354-3597, pdbuschle@icloud.com; ANGLICO 
Assn (All Eras), San Diego, 10/7-10, Reginald 
Owens, (760) 212-1520, wens.reginald33@ 
gmail.com 


NAVY 


Antietam CV/CVA/CVS 36, Omaha, NE, 9/15-18, 
Erma Booth, (253) 752-6158, ermabooth@aol. 
com; Ashtabula AO 51, Pensacola, FL, 6/6-10, 
Bryce Wilson, (816) 289-6481, bry4517@aol.com; 
Baltimore SSN 704, Foley, AL, 6/11,-13, Shawn 
McGinty, (724) 496-9275, spmcginty1030@gmail. 
com; Belknap DLG/CG 26, Kissimmee, FL, 10/20- 
24, Bill Staley, (335) 674-9740, goodstuff003@ 
triad.rr.com; Benner DDR/DD 807, Charleston, 
SC, 10/10-14, Jack Conwell, (724) 674-6041, 
coins.2540@gmail.com; Bennington CV/ 
CVA/CVS 20, Florence , KY, 9/13-17, Ronald 
Christensen, (402) 677-3413, ronc2@abbnebraska. 
com; Cacapon AO 52, St. Louis, 9/14-17, Bill 
Armstrong, (417) 773-7298, aarmstrong@ 
missouristate.edu; Canberra CAG 2/CA 70, 
Pittsburgh, 10/13-17, Ken Minick, (740) 423-8976, 
usscanberra@gmail.com; Enterprise CVAN/CVN 
65, Duluth, MN, 10/3-8, Steve Packwood, (651) 
890-4616, assocpao@cvan-cvn-65.org; Flasher SS 
613, North Myrtle Beach, SC, 6/2-6, Don Knapp, 
(843) 834-3658, ussflasherssn613reunion@ 
gmail.com; Fulton AS 11, Medford, OR, 9/8-12, 
Richard Hartman, (401) 855-5998, rhnkhs@gmail. 
com; George Estey, Patriots Point, SC, 9/26-29, 
George Estey, (607) 244-4064, esteygw@stny. 
rr.com; Goldsborough DDG 20, Buffalo , NY, 
9/26-10/1, William Biller, (419) 680-0025, pibiller@ 
gmail.com; Graffias AF 29 & All Vietnam Era 
AFs, Branson, MO, 9/16-20, Dan Bulicek, (847) 
567-5341, srchiefdan@comcast.net; Harry E. 
Hubbard DD 748, Brookfield, WI, 9/8-12, John 
Kraft, (262) 361-4421, jkraftus@gmail.com; 
Hollister DD 788, Albuquerque, NM, 10/6-10, 
Casey Orr, (319) 377-4759, cworr78@gmail.com; 


THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 


MAY 2021 


Indivisible: The Story of Our Flag, 
a limited-edition bookazine to 
celebrate The American Legion's 
100th Anniversary. 
Order today at: 
legion.org/emblemsales | 
(888)-453-4466 


Leary DD/DDR 879, Harrisburg, PA, 9/20-26, Al 
Redden, (308) 530-1284, alshr@allophone.com; 
Liberty AGTR 5, Pensacola, FL, 6/3-7, Moe Shafer, 
(770) 363-3986, moe.shafer@harbingernational. 
com; Merrimack AO 179, St. Augustine, FL, 10/8- 
11, James Richards, (352) 801-7489, lucyfyre4@ 
yahoo.com; Norris DD/DDE 859, Portland, ME, 
10/21-24, Edward Mehl, (302) 212-6651, e.mehl@ 
mchsi.com; Oriskany CV 34, Coeur D'Alene, 

ID, 9/19-22, Bill Mourning, (208) 568-1894; Paul 
DE/FF 1080, Norfolk, VA, 10/8-10, Kim Atkins, 
(843) 359-0354, seadragon1080@gmail.com; 
Reeves DLG/CG 24 Assn, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/23-27, Tom Bailey, (719) 647-2872, tombailey@ 
ussreeves.net; Richard B. Anderson DD 786, St. 
Louis, 9/15-18, Kent Phemister, (817) 797-4141, 
kentphemister@gmail.com; Robert A. Owens DD/ 
DDK/DDE 827, Pittsburgh, 10/4-7, Bill Miller, (412) 
622-4154, billmiller15644@gmail.com; Robert 

E. Lee SSBN/SSN 601, Kings Bay, GA, 11/3-7, 

Joe White, (405) 410-9206, joewhite727@gmail. 
com; Rochester CA 124, Rapid City, SD, 8/30-9/3, 
Joe Hill, (931) 432-4848, nitecraw@twlakes.net; 
Samuel B. Roberts DD 823, Boston, 10/4-8, 
James Norton, (802) 893-8045, jijo1944@comcast. 
net; Samuel Gompers AD 37, Alexandria, VA, 
10/7-11, Mary Snider, (510) 520-3047, mary@ 
samuelgompersreunion.org; Seabee Veterans 
of America 75th Nat'l Convention, Biloxi, MS, 
8/18-23, Charles Coffin, (203) 843-5513, nsvasec@ 
gmail.com; Topeka CLG 8, New Orleans, 9/19-24, 
Dan Moore, (574) 295-5156, dan56619@aol.com; 
Towers DDG 9, Louisville, KY, 9/21-26, Raymond 
Wong, (415) 601-6285, usstowersddg9@pacbell. 
net; USS Iwo Jima Class Assn, Albuquerque, NM, 
9/22-24, Dena Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 
bellsouth.net; Washtenaw County LST1166, 
Rapid City, SD, 8/23-27, Robert Hatfield, (208) 448- 
4324, rhatfield@wildblue.net; Wasp CV/CVA/ 
CVS 18, Jacksonville, FL, 10/20-24, Frank 
Christman, (941) 497-2904, frank.christman@ 
verizon.net 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


Post 42, CA: Danarae Doub-Reed 

Post 190, CA: Adrian Fondse, Edward Newland 
Post 222,FL: William Baque, Charles R. Blaise, 
Daniel M. Dunlavey, Joseph D. Machado, 
Frederick H. Weeks Jr., Robert D. Woodbury Jr., 
Leo J. Zaug 

Post 60, MD: Shirley “Lee” Luby 


COMRADES 


CASU 8 (South Pacific, 1943-1945), Joseph 
Aboussleman, (408) 247-0923, navyjoe25@ 
mail.com 

Satterlee DD 626 (1943-1950), K.B. Smith, (479) 
295-0839, sliderule@arkansas.net 

US Army Avn Ctr Air Traffic Control (ATC) 
Students (Fort Rucker, AL, Sept-Nov 1986), 
Bill Copeland, (208) 550-0755, 
billcopeland5211678@gmail.com 


IN SEARCH OF 


1/52 & 7/6 Inf (Bamberg, Germany, 1972-1990), 
Bill Burt, (507) 969-8429, Imjwrb@msn.com 

3rd Bn 80th Arty (Darmstadt, Germany, 1964- 
1966), Felipe Roibal, (505) 471-8191 

9th TACOM (Plans Office, Camp Zama, Japan, 
Jan 2002), Ken Weed, (303) 667-7238, k.weed@ 
live.com 

257th Sig Det (Korat, Thailand, 1962 & Vung 
Tau, Vietnam, 1963), Gary Addington, (423) 
968-7079 

531st TFS (Misawa AB, 1960-1962), Dean 
Dickinson, (763) 691-4378 

570th MP Co (Gutleut Kaserne, Frankfurt & 
Andrews Barracks, West Berlin, Germany, 
1961-1964), Ed Parr, (732) 672-3120, pdplfd@ 
optonline.net 

1607th Comm & Electronics Sqdn, All 
Shops (Dover AFB, 1961-1964), Joel Gray, 
1607thcomm.elect@gmail.com 

4108th Air Refueling Sqdn, 4108th OMS & 
4108th FMS (Plattsburgh, NY, 1962-1964), 
Floyd Schmidt, fwschmidt@hotmail.com 

A Co 51st Armd Inf Bn 4th Armd Div (Jan 1945- 
May 1946) & 2nd Constabulary Bde, 11th 
Constabulary Rgt, 51st Constabulary Sqdn 
(Regensberg, May-July 1946), Eric Shoemaker, 
(301) 751-0968, jjackoe@comcast.net 

Army Personnel Ctr, Finance Office (Oakland, 
CA, 1965-1967), John Haggard, (231) 342-2905, 
samhunt59@yahoo.com 


TAPS 


Richard A. Johnston Sr., Dept. of New York. 
Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 1997-2021. 

Darwin Krieger, Dept. of Michigan. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2003-2004, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
2007-2009, Nat'l Citizens Flag Alliance Dept. 
Chmn. 2005-2007, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
2009-2011, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2009-2011 and Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. 
Memb. 2004-2009. 


If your military reunion has 
been canceled, let us know 
by sending an email to reunions@ 
legion.org. For a list of canceled 
reunions, go to legion.org/ 
reunions/canceled. If your 
military reunion is going virtual, 
post a listing at legion.org/ 
reunions or send an email to 
reunions@legion.org. 


HONOR HIS PAST. SECURE HER FUTURE. 


Legion in your estate 
plans is one of the 


simplest ways to make 
a lasting impact on the 


lives of both veterans 


and future generations. 


Including The American 


b. 


For more information: plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 | legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 


| Legal Name: American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St., P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


PARTING SHOTS 


The trouble with being punctual is that nobody’s there to appreciate it. 


A GERMAN SHEPHERD went to the telegram 
office, took out a blank form and wrote, “Woof. 
Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. 
Woof.” The clerk examined the paper and politely 
told the dog, “There are only nine words here. You 
could send another ‘Woof’ for the same price.” 

“But,” the dog replied, “that would make no 
sense at all.” 


GEORGE WASHINGTON never told a lie, but he 
never had to file a Form 1040. 


WHY DO hurricanes get such lame names? Name 
that thing “Hurricane Death Megatron 9000,” and 
I guarantee folks will evacuate. 


WHAT?’S the leading cause of dry skin? Towels. 


WANNA hear a joke about construction? I’m still 
working on it. 


IT’S MY wife’s birthday next week, and I asked 
her what she wanted as a present. “Oh, I don’t 
know,” she said. “Something with diamonds.” 
That’s why I’m giving her a pack of playing cards. 


A GUY goes door to door looking for work. One 
homeowner hands him a brush and a can of paint 
and offers him $150 to paint his porch. 

A few hours later, the guy comes back to the 
homeowner and says, “I’m finished. But you 
should know that your car’s a Ferrari, not a 
Porsche.” 


“I can't believe | got the night off.” 
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“And inthis corner, with 240 knockouts, 
Bill ‘The Anesthesiologist’ Smith!” 


“He's my therapy animal.” 


I COULDN’T WORK TODAY because of an eye 
problem. I just couldn’t see myself working. 


ONE DAY, refrigerators will take their revenge. 
They’ll burst into your bedroom in the middle of 
the night, switch on the light, stare at you for a 
few minutes and leave. 


HOW DID the cat get first prize at a bird show? 
Somebody didn’t fully close the champion’s cage. 


“WHEN THEY first introduced bottled water, 

I thought it was so funny. I was like, ‘Ha ha, 
they’re selling bottled water! I guess I’ll try it. Ahh, 
this is good. This is more watery than water. Yeah, 
this has got a water kick to it.’” — Jim Gaffigan 
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who have se Vv 
Enjoy big entertainment and | 
big savings with this special __ 
offer for military and veterans. 


Only the best for our veterans. 


Enjoy movie night on us. Make the Stars & Stripes Get upgraded to the 
® 

Get your first movie rental each Pack yours. Hopper® Smart HD DVR. 

month included. You'll love this collection of nine action- Watch TV anywhere. Get voice 

packed channels — a $240 value! control and built-in apps. 
dish — aa 
a A 4 BR WESTERNS 
& More 


Better TV starts here. 


America’s Top 120 America’s Top 200 America’s Top 250 
99 
$64°2 +34 vd $9 = 
few Rit tet Feito. ally a 


Everything sports, 


Local channels included. Everything sports and entertainment. ' ‘ 
entertainment and movies. 


2-Year TV Price Guarantee + Free Standard Professional Installation + Free Premium Channels for 3 Months 


After 3 months, you will be billed $30/mo. for STARZ, Showtime and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability. 


888-362-7076 


or visit your local Authorized Retailer 


If you are active-duty military or a veteran, mention “Military Offer” to get your additional benefits. 


Military and Veteran offer requires verification within 30 days of account activation to continue receiving monthly movie rental and Stars & Stripes Pack at no additional cost. 

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. All offers require credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront 
fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. 

Important Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 7/14/21. 2-year commitment: Early termination 
fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $64.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo for 1 TV. Available with 2-year price guarantee 
for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($79.99 for AT120+, $89.99 for AT200, $99.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). Regional Sports: RSN 
Surcharge of up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH 
Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for STARZ, Showtime and DISH Movie Pack unless you call to cancel. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in 
price guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly 
fees may apply. © 2021 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. 
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D AMERICAN EAGLES 


US. ARMED FORCES ONE OUNCE $50 GOLD 

aR 
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED 
Beginning today, Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve will take orders fees. This at-cost offer is meant to help ease the American public’s 
on a first-come, first-served basis for these beautiful one ounce $50 transition into the safety of gold. 
Gold American Eagle coins. Gold Eagles are the perfect way for Global turmoil, an overpriced stock market, and the recent gold 
Americans to protect their wealth and hedge against inflation and correction make this the perfect time to move into gold. Everyday 
global uncertainty. This offer is for new customers only. There is citizens make the decision to move away from a declining dollar 
a strict limit of one coin per household, per lifetime. Nationwide has and the dangers of Wall Street toward the safety of gold. Call today 
set these one ounce $50 Gold Eagles at the incredible price of only to order your one ounce $50 Gold American Eagle at dealer cost for 
$1,730.00* each. There are no mark ups, no premiums, and no dealer only $1,730.00* each. 


Leading financial experts predict 
the gold market to continue in 

the same pattern witnessed over 
the last year. Due to ongoing 
international uncertainty, the price 
of gold is predicted to skyrocket. 
This may be your final opportunity 
to buy gold below $2,000 an ounce. BXXIazT 


AT NATIONWIDE COIN & BULLION RESERVE WE GUARANTEE THAT YOUR FIRST PURCHASE OF 
ONE $50 GOLD AMERICAN EAGLE WILL ALWAYS BE AT COST AND COMPLETELY FREE OF ANY 
DEALER MARK UP. 

We cannot extend this invitation to the entire public. Hopefully, the lucky few who 
receive this offer will take advantage of this rare opportunity to learn about the safety 
in gold diversification. 


> AT COST OFFER Af 

absolutely no dealer mark up 

> FREE SHIPPING Af 
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> HASSLE FREE Af 
no haggle or hassle sales 
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- A YEAR IN GOLD 


USD PER OUNCE 


25% SINGE 2 


now available for orders 
of $50,000 or more 
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NATIONWIDE 1- 800-211-9263 MENTION KEY CODE WHEN CALLING 


COIN & BULLION RESERVE 


KEY CODE: ALM-210451 


